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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Welcome back to a new and exciting school year at Canyon Rim Academy! 
I am thrilled to be part of such an outstanding organization and look 
forward to a year filled with wonder and learning with your child.  This 
is my first year with Canyon Rim Academy.  We’ve recently moved to Utah 
from Connecticut, where I taught at an urban charter school serving the under privileged.  My 
experience there was life changing, and I will bring much of what I learned to CRA and your 
student. 
    We have transformed our room into Pier 20, complete with nautical signal flags, starfish, and 
lobster buoys as we sail into 5th Grade.  Our curriculum this year will be built around the Common 
Core of Knowledge, which is an interdisciplinary approach to a rich and holistic education.  It’s 
exciting and rigorous all at the same time. 
    I’m hopeful that parents will become involved in our learning this year.  It’s a meaningful way 
to stay connected with your child and increase your child’s learning and achievement.  I can’t 
wait to meet all of you at Back-to-School night on Thursday, August 25!    

Welcome Back! 

Reading 
It’s an exciting year in the Reading 
Marina in for Pier 20!  We will be 
reading a selection of novels from the 
Common Core of Knowledge including 
“Secret Garden”, “Don Quixote”, and 
“Gulliver’s Travels”.  We will begin the 
year with Mark Twain’s “The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer”.  In addition, students 
will read an independent reading book of 
their choice.  Our current read-aloud 
book will be this year’s Newbery Award 
winner, “Moon over Manifest”.   

Math 
Your child is learning about place value for 
very large numbers up to a billion and for 
decimals with digits in the thousandths 
place.  He or she is learning to compare, 
order, and round these numbers.  To do all 
this, your child must understand the 
concept of place value – that the value of 
a digit depends on its place in the number.  
For example, in the number 3,528, the 
digit 5 is in the hundreds place and its 
value is 500.  Ask your child to name the 
place and tell you the value of the 3 in 
this number (3 is in the thousands place; 
the value is 3,000.) 
 
You can expect to see work that provides 
practice in place value with whole numbers 
and decimals and comparing and ordering 
whole numbers to millions and billions. 
 



 

 
 

 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
Jenkins 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  diligence 
 
medium beyond remain previous 
identical distance effort explanation 
accurate opportunity 

Upcoming Events 
Aug. 25 Back-to-School Night 
  7:00 PM 
 
Sept. 5 Labor Day – No School 
 
Oct. 20-21 UEA – No School 

Science and Social Studies 
    Classification of living things will be our first 
unit in science as we begin to learn about grouping 
of organisms according to characteristics.  For 
example modern humans are categorized as Homo 
sapiens, homo “man” in Modern Latin and sapere 
“be wise”. 
 World Geography will our first and foundational 
topic in Social Studies.  We will begin with an 
overview of parallels and meridians as students 
discover exactly where they are in the world.  
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website (under quick links) 
and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will 
earn a magnificent reward!  


