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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    It’s hard to believe that we’ve been in school for a month!  Although, 
considering all of the learning that is taking place, we have covered a 
bunch of ground in a relatively short amount of time. 
    It’s been satisfying for me to watch students transfer skills from one  
skill set to another.  For example, as we’ve read about the conditions in Spain in 1492, 
considering what it was like to be a daring explorer in the Age of Discovery, students have used 
their summarization and note-taking skills as they read from a text and organized their 
thoughts on a web graphic organizer with a cooperative group.  Subsequently, they shared what 
they learned with the rest of the class, honing their presentation skills.  
    I’ve also had some time to reflect what works in the classroom and what might need tweaking.  
With that in mind, I’m changing the spelling homework this week.  Instead of the spelling packet 
that comes home on Monday, students will simply write the spelling words once each night of the 
week.  I’m not satisfied with the spelling scores in our class.  I recognize the words can be 
difficult; they are sixth grade words.  However, I believe that many of students might increase 
their score just a bit more by simply writing the words correctly more often.  We’ll see if this 
different approach has an effect on the scores come Friday!  
        

Steady as she goes… 

Language Arts 
Wow!! Last week we began with learning 
all about interjections, like Hurray!, 
Darn! or something as simple as Hi.  This 
week we will be moving onto prepositions 
- locators in time and space - such as in, 
on, with, over.  We will also work on 
comparing different genres of 
literature.  For example, students have 
been contemplating what modern-day 
stories are similar to “Tom Sawyer” …  
which, by the way, we are LOVING.  
What is ever going to come of Injun Joe 
and Tom and Huck?  Only further 
reading will tell! 

Math 
    We are diving head first into 
multiplication this week.  Friday we 
covered multiplying by 1-digit numbers.  
This week we will work on multiplying 
by 2-digit numbers, and multiplying 
greater numbers.  There are at least 
three different approaches to 
multiplication, the standard algorithm 
(which most of us learned), partial 
product, and the lattice approach.  We 
will be covering all three strategies, 
ensuring that students with different 
learning styles will be able to grasp 
this important concept.  
 
 



 

 
 

 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
country 
does 
once 
beautiful 
unusual 
unit 
fugitive 
menu 
utilize 
sculpture 
valuable 
thumbprint 
museum 
universe 
luxury 
sulfur 
customary 
suffocate 
commutative 
species 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Important Contact Information 

 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  fanciful 
 
 
factual congenial lenient severe 
disagreeable  entice  repel  
transparent  opaque fanciful   

Upcoming Events 
Sept. 29 Happy Birthday  

Marley! 
Sept. 27 Science PowerPoint 

Project due 
Sept. 30 Explorers Mobile Due 
Oct. 6  Hundred Dresses Play 
Oct. 20-21 UEA – No School 

Science and Social Studies 
     We are finishing up our units in both science and 
social studies.  I’ve been completely impressed with 
the students’ PowerPoint presentations they’ve 
created on classification of animals.  The projects are 
creative, colorful, and full of scientific content.  We 
have two more days to work on the project.  Thanks 
for providing flash drives so students can continue 
their creations at home! 
    Additionally, a note came last week regarding an 
explorer research project.  Each student has chosen 
an explorer on which to research and create a mobile.  
The project is due this Friday, September 30. 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website (under quick links) 
and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will 
earn a magnificent reward!  


