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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    I’m excited to return to the classroom this week for a full week of 
learning!  November has felt a little hit and miss with the holiday and  
end-of-trimester events.  A week filled with wonder and knowledge seems 
like a luxury. 
    Over the break I dusted off my calculator (actually, I just used the one built into my 
computer…) and ran some hard numbers using the data from our first trimester pre-
and post-assessment in math.  The final numbers are fairly impressive in my ever-so-
humble opinion.  The pre-assessment was taken on the first day of school and it covered 
material – mostly new material – that we would be learning in math.  The class average on 
the pre-assessment was 37.3%, which isn’t surprising, given some of the concepts had 
yet to be taught.  My satisfaction came with the post-assessment scores.  The class 
average for the post-test was 71.7% - a whopping 92% average improvement!  The 
greatest improvement was shown in dividing by 2-digit divisors, in which there was a 
586% average improvement.  Wow.  These numbers are remarkable evidence of the hard 
work that your children are putting forth.  Congratulations all! 

 
      
 
 

Learning Ahoy!               

Language Arts 
    Students have been working on their 
persuasive writing in Language Arts.  A couple 
of weeks ago they brought in a persuasive piece 
to share and we discussed the various 
persuasive strategies:  claim, big names, logos, 
pathos, ethos, kairos, and research.  Ask your 
student what each of these strategies means 
and suggest they show you examples of each in 
persuasive pieces, such as advertising. 
    The students used the strategies in a group 
activity as they tried to persuade me to give 
each of the group members 3 fish for our 
drawing.  They were impressive – especially 
with their use of pathos – appealing to my 
emotions.  Great work!   

Math 
    Last week your children discovered for 
themselves the pattern that emerges 
when dividing a decimal by 10, 100, or 
1000.  The conversation went something 
like this: 
Me:  Using a calculator, divide 24.3 by 10. 
Students:  2.43 
Me:  Hmmm, are you sure?  Those are the 
same numbers, just the decimal is different.  
Then try this:  24.3 ÷ 100. 
Students:  0.243! 
Me:  No way!!  So I’ll bet you can’t figure out 
what 24.3 ÷ 1000 is…without using a calculator!  
Students:  0.0243! 
They discovered the pattern all on their 
own. 
 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
honorable* 
doorknob* 
chalkboard* 
plumber* 
condemn 
gnarled 
sighed* 
scented* 
trestle 
drought* 
acknowledge* 
wholesome 
castle*  
exhaustion 
shipwreck 
pneumonia 
wrestling 
decimal 
butte* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
 

              Proclamation of 1763 
          tax 

          secondary source 

Upcoming Events 
Nov. 28 Ticket request for Peter      

Pan ends. 
Dec. 2 Geography Bee 
 

Science and Social Studies 
    Last week students created a booklet depicting 
different geological formations that are formed by 
weathering and erosion - such as canyons, arches, 
and valleys.  This week we will study how land 
changes come over time and how the unstable 
nature of the earth’s surface makes it vulnerable 
to such events as earthquakes and volcanoes.  
    In addition, we will be finishing up our study of 
events that led to the American Revolution.  
Students will create a time line depicting the series 
of incidents that ultimately led to the first battles 
at Lexington and Concord.  Ask your student to 
explain what Paul Revere really said during his 
midnight ride!  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website (under quick links) 
and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will 
earn a magnificent reward!  


