
 

                         Pier 20 Press 
                                                                                                   Mrs. Jenkins’ Fifth Grade Newsletter 
 

Volume 1 Issue 18 
                                                                                                                                                                     December 19, 2011 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the teacher’s desk…. 
    I’d like to share a little anecdote about your children and their  
impressive learning and growing.  As you are aware, we’ve been studying 
the American Revolution in Social Studies.  Part of the curriculum  
involves becoming familiar with various prominent figures of the  
Revolution.  We were discussing Paul Revere and his famous midnight ride.  I told the 
students that in reality, there were actually two riders who spread the news that night 
in 1775, yet it is only Paul Revere that has become an integral part of the American 
story.  Why?  I continued to explain that it wasn’t until over 100 years after the event 
that a gentleman named Henry Wadsworth Longfellow happened upon the building where 
Paul Revere once lived and operated a store.  The current owners told the story of Paul 
Revere to Mr. Longfellow, who became enchanted with the tale and wrote what has 
become one of our most treasured American poems, “The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere”.  
The satisfying moment for me, as a teacher, came when I mentioned Mr. Longfellow’s 
name.  The students looked up to our timeline, where a picture of Mr. Longfellow hangs, 
pointed, and remarked, “He’s the one who wrote ‘The Arrow and the Song’!’”  They had 
made a connection, and demonstrated some remarkable cultural literacy. 
 

 
      
 
 

Happy Holidays!              

Language Arts 
    I’m hopeful that your children will 
continue their nightly reading during the 
holidays.  It will not be required, but 
strongly suggested :).  Reading practice not 
only increases their reading skills, but also 
opens the door to endless adventures and 
exciting worlds.   
    We also have our third book report due 
the first week back from school.  Students 
are to make a poster about their selected 
book, which needs to be written by Roald 
Dahl, Gordon Korman, or Cornelia Funke.  
The directions for the book report can be 
found on our class website on the 
Homework page. 

Math 
    Your children have started off 
strongly with their fraction learning.   
We’ve covered the basics of fractions 
and the connection between fractions 
and division.  This week we will cover 
improper fractions and mixed 
numbers.  
   Check out the links “Ratio Blaster”, 
“Tug Team”, “Tony’s Fraction Pizza” 
and “Clara’s Fraction’s Ice Cream 
Shop” on our class website for fun, 
instructional and educational games to 
enrich your child’s learning of these 
important concepts.  



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 

Christmas 
holiday 
Hanukkah 
present 
angel 
Santa Claus 
reindeer 
Noël 
lights 
gingerbread 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Important Contact Information 

 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

Gift Ideas that will Benefit your Child 
Flash drive 

Dry Erase Markers 
Post-It Notes 

Protractor 
 

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 19 Music Assembly 
Dec. 21 Winter Recess Begins 
Jan. 3 School Resumes  
 

Science and Social Studies 
    There should be plenty of activity occurring in 
our classroom this week!  The students have 
worked cooperatively in creating volcanoes out of 
salt dough.  Paint came next, making the volcanoes 
appear more realistic.  The final phase will come 
when we become scientists and volcanologists, 
mixing baking soda and vinegar together to 
generate our own volcanic 
eruption.  Hopefully we’ll  
digitally capture the big  
event so we can post it on 
the class website for all 
to see!    

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website (under quick links) 
and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will 
earn a magnificent reward!  


