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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    The decorations are down, deep vacuuming has been done, and drawers  
are getting more organized.  There’s something about the New Year that  
brings about a sense of purpose and planning.  The same thoughts are 
present as I eagerly anticipate the learning that will be occurring in the  
next few months. 
    My goals and expectations for our class are broad, far-reaching, and remain the same 
since the beginning of the year.   Academically I expect that each student will become a 
better reader by reading often and actively.  I expect that each student will improve 
his/her math skills and understanding through practice and thoughtful instruction. I 
expect that each student will build a broad understanding of scientific principles 
through discovery learning and comprehensive instruction.  Finally, I expect that each 
student will understand and appreciate the glorious history upon which our country has 
been built.   
    Our quote of the week, by Ben Franklin, reflects these goals and expectations: 
“Genius without education is like silver in the mine.”  I find it thrilling and humbling to be 
a part of your child’s educational experience.  Thank you for sharing your child with me.  
                

 
      
 
 

Happy New Year!               

Language Arts 
    Book reports are due this Friday, 
January 6.  Students are expected to read 
a book by a specific author and create a 
collage about their reading.  The 
instructions and rubric for the book report 
can be found on our website on the 
“Homework” page. 
   In addition we will be mastering one of 
our learning objectives this week through a 
debate concerning perspective.  Students 
will thoughtfully analyze the ideas of the 
Loyalists and the Patriots during the 
American Revolution.  Were the Loyalists 
or the Patriots right? 
 

Math 
    We are continuing our learning of 
fractions, beginning with comparing 
and ordering fractions and decimals 
and working through common factors 
and simplifying fractions. 
    These skills are building blocks for 
future work in fractions and algebra.  
If students seem to be having a 
difficult time mastering these skills, 
they will be given reteaching oppor-
tunities with our aide, Tedi, wonderful 
parent volunteers and myself.  Please 
encourage your student to practice 
using the games on our class website.   



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
expression* 
collision 
application* 
prediction 
persuasion 
succession 
beautician 
musician* 
starvation 
reaction 
violation 
imitation* 
observation* 
separation* 
estimation* 
ambition 
action* 
solution* 
Declaration of Independence* 
Liberty* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
 

declaration           independence 
Declaration of Independence 
liberty            revolution 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
Jan. 3  School Resumes 
Jan. 10 Happy Birthday, Ava! 
Jan. 16 No School/Human Rights Day 

 

Science and Social Studies 
    As we continue our study of volcanoes, earth-
quakes, and uplift, we will discover the various 
geological features that result due to these 
processes – especially particular features in our 
own state.  Ask your student what features are the 
result of wind and erosion and what features are 
the result of earthquakes! 
    It’s an exciting time in Social Studies as we 
embark upon our study of the Declaration of 
Independence.  Thomas Jefferson’s writing talent 
will be studied and students will have an 
opportunity to create their own Declaration of 
Independence, signing it with their own quill pen!  
  
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website (under quick links) 
and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will 
earn a magnificent reward!  


