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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    So far so good.  In fact, exceptionally good.  Our class Declaration  
of Independence appears to be effective!  Students took the Unit 9  
math test on Thursday.  A perfect assessment would result in no  
homework for the next unit.  Our result?  Three students earned 100% on  
the first try of the test (no homework for them!) and another 7 students earned 100% 
on the second try.  All of these students earned a 4 on the test as well!  We also had a 
record number of 100% scores on last week’s spelling test – 10 students earned 100% on 
their spelling test.  Reflecting on these positive results indicates that something is 
working.  So, for now, we will continue our current protocol in homework.  What 
motivates you is what motivates you! 
   In commemoration of Human Rights Day, we read a book about Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and his contribution to the Civil Rights Movement.  Students were thoughtful and 
reflective as they considered the inconsistencies and inequalities that have existed in 
our country.  We shared an interesting discussion regarding the history of African 
Americans in the United States within the context of our current study of the 
Declaration and Independence and the Constitution – and how true equality didn’t until 
much later in our country’s story. 
     

Off to a great start!               

Language Arts 
    King Arthur.  The Secret Garden.  
Genetics.  Huck Finn.  These are the topics 
of short books that we will be reading this 
week as we return to guided and leveled 
reading.  The students will be supplied with 
condensed books, both fiction and 
nonfiction, that are written at their 
particular reading level.  Students will have 
an opportunity to read aloud, answer 
comprehension questions, and discuss 
various aspects of the reading as a group.  
This type of reading activity with help 
improve your child’s reading fluency, 
vocabulary, and comprehension.   
 

Math 
    During the next week or so, our math 
class will be learning and practicing 
addition and subtraction of fractions and 
mixed numbers with like and unlike 
denominators. A like denominator means 
that in a particular equation containing 
fractions, both denominators are the 
same.  An unlike denominator means that 
in a particular equation containing 
fractions, both denominators are not the 
same.  Once your child has an 
understanding of like denominators, he or 
she will be asked to add and subtract 
fractions and mixed numbers with unlike 
denominators. 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
magnificent* 
obedient* 
persistent 
equivalent* 
fluorescent 
incident* 
valiant 
brilliant* 
ignorant 
significant* 
reluctant 
attendant* 
dormant 
vigilant 
radiant 
immigrant 
accident* 
confident 
genetics* 
trait* 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
 

offspring          instincts 
traits 

variations            environment 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
Jan. 16 No School/Human Rights Day 

Jan. 17 DIEBELS testing 
Jan. 24 Field Trip/ 
  Natural History Museum 
Jan. 26 Informance/Drama 10:30 
 
 

Science and Social Studies 
    How do your children resemble you?  Your child will 
understand the basics of heredity as we begin our next 
unit of study in science – genetics - including a bunch of 
exciting and educational discovery activities.  Students 
will understand various traits that are inherited from 
parent to offspring as well as the difference between 
learned behaviors and instincts.  Watch for some fun 
family activities that will come home with your child.  
    In social studies we’ll learn that sometimes if 
something isn’t quite right, the best thing to do is scrap 
it and start all over again.  Such was the situation with 
the colonists as they began a new nation.  The original 
constitution, the Articles of Confederation, didn’t meet 
all the needs of the young nation.  This week, students 
will learn how it all happened. 
   

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website (under quick links) 
and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will 
earn a magnificent reward!  


