
 

                     Pier 20 Press 
                                                                                                   Mrs. Jenkins’ Fifth Grade Newsletter 
 

Volume 1 Issue 26 
                                                                                                                                                                       February 21, 2012 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Thank you to all who donated funds and fabric for our service learning 
project.  We created 11 fleece blankets to be donated to Primary 
Children’s Medical Center!  Students clipped and tied Friday afternoon 
like little busy bees.  We will be delivering the blankets and handmade 
cards to the precious patients at PCMC in the near future. 
    This week is the final full week of February, which means that Reading Calendars are 
due soon.  Per our compromise and agreement forged with our class Declaration of 
Independence, students are to be reading 30 minutes each night (Monday through 
Thursday) at home, noting the amount of time read on their calendar.  Parents are to 
sign the calendar each night.  This procedure for accounting for nightly reading took to 
place of our nightly blue homework sheet.  Students are aware that if we don’t have 
100% of the calendars submitted after the end of the month, they will have shown that 
they need more structure and we will return to the nightly homework sheet. 
    Finally, is your student missing anything from home?  Our lost and found center, 
located just outside the lunchroom, seems to multiplying by the minute.  The items vary 
from lunch boxes to water bottles to winter coats.  
 

 Happy Presidents’ Day!               

Language Arts 
    Swoosh!  Quick as a bunny!  
Fascinating Facts.  This week we will 
continue to polish our writing as we 
bedazzle it with onomatopoeias, 
similes and metaphors, alliteration, 
and other literary devices used to 
liven our lettering.  Students are 
using UtahWrite, a self-correcting 
writing program to help them 
improve their writing.  We have a 
contest brewing in the classroom.  
Those students who earn a perfect 
score (30 points) after the initial 
submission will win a Subway 
sandwich of their choosing!  
 

Math 
    In math class, your child is learning about 
solid geometric shapes. First of all, your child 
is learning to describe solid shapes in exact 
mathematical terms. For example, a two-
dimensional box shape is a rectangle, but a 
three-dimensional box shape, to be exact, is a 
rectangular prism. A ball shape is a sphere. A 
pipe or tube shape is a cylinder. An Egyptian 
pyramid shape is a rectangular pyramid (there 
are also triangular pyramids, with a triangular 
base). The parts of solid shapes also have 
special names. A flat surface of a solid figure 
is called one of its faces. The line where two 
faces meet is an edge, and the point where two 
edges meet is a vertex. 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
mosquitoes 
varieties 
beliefs* 
grievances 
schedules* 
echoes 
thieves* 
journeys* 
halves* 
passerby 
substances 
orchestras 
pharmacies 
sergeants 
tomatoes* 
boundaries 
instruments* 
encyclopedias* 
gluttony* 
pagan* 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
 

            flogged          gluttony 
               pagan 

             bramble            steward 
 

Upcoming Events 
Feb. 22 Happy Birthday, Andrea! 
Feb. 28 Field Trip - Symphony 
Feb. 29 State Writing Assessment 

Science and Social Studies 
   We will wrap up the first half of our genetics unit 
this week with a quiz on genetic traits and learned 
and inherited behaviors.  Afterwards we’ll discover 
the impact the environment has on plant and animal 
species.  We’ll discover why snowshoe rabbits and 
cottontail rabbits have different size feet and why 
hummingbird feathers and owls feathers are 
specifically adapted to the bird’s environment. 
    The legislative process will be continued this 
week as we explore our nation’s system of checks 
and balances.  Students are learning  
that our forefathers were intuitive  
when they designed a government  
in which no single branch has 
exclusive power. 
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website (under quick links) 
and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will 
earn a magnificent reward!  
 


