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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Reflection is an integral part of teaching and learning.  For example, 
this past week as students were learning about surface area of solids, 
I found that many were having difficulty with the new concept.  After 
a night of thoughtful reflection, we tackled the subject again,  
reteaching with an altered approach, and found that more students were able to grasp 
the sometimes-difficult concept when they thought of it in a different manner. 
    We also had an opportunity to reflect upon our homework practices.  The February 
reading calendar was due on March 1.  After a poor showing with the January calendar, I 
informed the students that we needed 100% of the calendars handed in on March 1, or 
we would return to our original reading homework consisting of reading, writing a 
summary, and writing spelling words each night.  Unfortunately, we were missing three 
reading calendars on March 1, so we will return to our “blue homework sheets”.  Students 
are expected to read 30 minutes each night, write a summary of their reading, and write 
the spelling words one time.        
    Finally, thank you to all who have signed up for Parent-Teacher Conferences!  We just 
need a handful more conferences scheduled and we’ll be at 100%!  Please let me know if 
you are unable to come to the school to schedule and I will let you know the remaining 
times available.   
 

 Marching Forward               

Language Arts 
  Don Quixote will be our focus this 
week.  Perhaps we’ll finish the book!  
Students continue to relish the silliness 
and folly of the hero and his sidekick, 
especially when we act out the chapters 
in class.  The final project for Don 
Quixote will be “student choice”.  Using 
a rubric as parameter, students will 
have the opportunity to choose a final 
project of their choosing to summarize 
what they have learned after reading 
this Cervantes classic.  

Math 
     Playing with blocks was the order of the 
day on Friday in math.  No, we weren’t with 
the kindergarten, students practiced 
visualizing different shapes made with 
cubes from various perspectives: the front, 
the top, and the side.  This type of 
visualization is innate in many students, and 
completely lacking in others, thus, many had 
to work harder to get the correct answer!  
We will finish up our unit on solids this 
coming week, with the final assessment 
taken the week of March 12. 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
geology* 
geography 
geologist 
graphite 
autograph 
photograph 
biopsy 
biology* 
biography 
biosphere 
transact 
enact 
actor* 
react 
import 
transport 
portable 
export 
vagabonds* 
swindlers* 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
 

            novelty         peal 
               intricate 

             dunce            conscience 
 

Upcoming Events 
Mar. 5 No Band or Orchestra 
Mar. 7 Last Day of 2nd Trimester 
  No Uniform Day 
Mar.  8-9 No School 
Mar. 14-15 Parent Teacher Conf. 

Science and Social Studies 
   There were plenty of perfect scores earned on 
last week’s science quiz on genetics!  Scholars 
proved that they can predict how many of Ron 
Weasley and Hermione Grange’s offspring will have 
red hair!  We’ll continue working on our adaptation 
blogs at home and at school.  Check out our class 
website for an example.  Tons of creative and 
academic fun to be had!   
    The legislative process will be continued this 
week as we explore our nation’s system of checks 
and balances.  Students are learning  
that our forefathers were intuitive  
when they designed a government  
in which no single branch has 
exclusive power. 
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website (under quick links) 
and continue to enhance our budget. 
Box tops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will 
earn a magnificent reward!  
 


