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From the teacher’s desk…. 
     Spring Break.  The thought conjures up images of sunshine and  
relaxation.  I hope all of our students and families spent the last week  
doing exactly what they wanted to do! 
    During my vacation I got lost in a book – or books!  I was reminded of a  
Christmas card my parents sent out when I was about 6 or 7.  My dad described what 
each of his children had been up to.  When he came to his third child, me, he stated, 
“Marianne roams the house with her nose in a book”.    
    As we approach summer, I will be urging students to continue their reading through 
summer vacation, offering incentives, of course!  Secretary of Education Arne Duncan 
described summer learning loss as “devastating.”  This is what researchers have often 
referred to as the “summer slide.”.  It is estimated that school summer breaks will cause 
the average student to lose up to one month of instruction.  Summer reading is extremely 
important in developing life-long reading habits, in maintaining literacy skills and in 
promoting reading for pleasure.  Studies have repeatedly shown that children who 
continue to read during the summer months perform better when school resumes in the 
fall.  Research has also shown that when parents are actively involved in learning at home, 
their children become more successful in and out of school.  Get lost in a book!  
  
Language Arts 
  The CRT testing dates are fast 
approaching which means that we are 
polishing our grammar and 
comprehension skills.  This week we will 
focus on oft made mistakes involving 
homophones – words that sound the 
same yet have different spelling and 
definitions.  Think: to, too or two;  your 
and you’re; or its and it’s.  Students 
will have an opportunity to display their 
acting skills as they present short skits 
depicting various homophones.  Once the 
skits are completed, the groups will use 
on Comic Creator to turn their skit into 
a short comic strip.         

Math 
     This week our math class will be learning 
about ratios and percents.  A ratio is a way 
of comparing two quantities.  A percent is a 
ratio of a number to 100.  You can expect 
to see work that provides practice in 
determining equal ratios and using 
percents.  During this topic, students will 
need to continue practicing multiplication 
and division facts.  Please take a look at our 
class website for Internet sites at which 
your student can practice their 
multiplication facts:  Ratio Blasters, 
Academic Skill Builders (Multiplication 
Grand Prix, Space Race, Meteor 
Multiplication, Ratio Stadium). 

Happy Easter 



 

 This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
punctual* 
ancient 
miniature* 
stupendous 
inquisitive 
wasteful* 
zealous 
obnoxious* 
pathetic 
obsolete 
ridiculous* 
genuine* 
congenial 
optimistic 
reliable* 
abundant 
meager 
sparse* 
ratio* 
percent* 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Text:    203.640.3375 
Email:   mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
            plunder         boisterous 

               venture 
             supernatural           arrogant 

 

Upcoming Events 
Apr. 10  Merchant of Venice 
Apr. 11  Spring Pictures 
   No Uniform Day  
Apr. 11  Book Buzz 
May 2-9   CRT Testing 

Science and Social Studies 
   While our magnet unit has been completely 
attractive, we will be finishing the unit this week 
and moving on to the shocking world of electricity.  
Watch for a study guide coming home for the end-
of-unit assessment on magnetism.  Students will be 
expected to know the mechanics of magnetism as 
well as how electromagnetism works.    
    Westward Ho!   As we finish up our unit on the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights, we are looking 
forward to our Westward Expansion unit.  On 
Tuesday, all of the fifth grade will briefly meet 
together to view a model of what the research 
project will look like.  Students will need at least 3 
sources (books, online sources, articles) and will be 
required to write a 7-paragraph paper, including 
illustration(s) and citations.  Due date: April 24.  
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website (under quick links) 
and continue to enhance our budget. 
Box tops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will 
earn a magnificent reward!  
 


