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From the teacher’s desk…. 
      Spring is definitely in the air.  I know I can’t wait to be outside and 
enjoy the alluring sunshine and scented breezes.  Students seem to 
be feeling the same pull of the outdoors, and I can hardly blame them. 
However, , we still have six weeks left of our school year, with some  
extremely important days in the next three weeks.  Now, more than ever, students need 
to remain focused and determined as we work towards ending this year with record 
achievement.  Thus, we are tightening our expectations in the classroom.  Students’ boats 
will continue to “climb” up the lighthouse if classroom expectations are not met.  This 
includes handing homework in on time, refraining from talking when someone else is 
talking, staying focused on the task at hand, and acting respectfully towards everyone.  
We will continue working towards our class motto:  “Work Hard ・ Be Nice”. 
   Lpjnt!gps!Lfnzb!is our spring service-learning project.  We are collecting any 
spare change you might have around your house to help build a bridge across the world to 
offer opportunities where there are none.  Rural Africans long for a change to overcome 
the abject poverty that has held them hostage for generations.  Education is the greatest 
weapon against hopelessness, the greatest genesis for change and growth.  Please help us 
in this worthy cause.   !
        
Language Arts 
  An orphaned 10 year-old girl, a 
mysterious uncle, curious noises in the 
manor, a walled garden without a key.  
No, it’s not a Nancy Drew mystery.  
We’ve begun reading one of my all-time 
favorites – “The Secret Garden” by 
Frances Hodgson Burnett.  Students are 
walking along the enchanted path of 
Mary Lennox as she learns how to be in 
a world without servants and within a 
world of growing things.  Students will 
design their own secret garden and we 
will investigate growing a garden of our 
own just outside our classroom window!      

Math 
     We’ve calculated our way  
through yet another unit –  
with may 100% scores on the  
unit exam (too many to men- 
tion individually!)  This week we will be 
learning how to collect and analyze data and 
make and interpret bar and line graphs.  
You can help at home by helping your child 
recognize how often graphs are used in 
everyday life by looking for bar graphs and 
line graphs in newspapers and books.  Your 
child will also learn how the mean, mode, or 
medial of a data set can be used to 
describe what is typical about the set.  
 

 Batten down the hatches . . . 
…. 



 

 This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
eruption* 
interrupt* 
bankrupt 
rupture 
spectator 
suspect 
respect* 
spectacle 
signature* 
insignia 
signal 
microscope* 
telescope* 
stethoscope 
uniform* 
reformat 
formal 
transform* 
graph* 
interval* 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Text:    203.640.3375 
Email:   mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
            corridor      porridge 

               alcove 
             waistcoat        moor 

 

Upcoming Events 
April 23  Core Testing Skills 
   Assembly 
April 24  Research Due 
May 2-9   CRT Testing 

Science and Social Studies 
   Shocking!  We looked a little like we stuck our 

finger in a light socket after we spent time rubbing 
balloons in our hair.  However, we did learn that 
some individuals create more static electricity than 
others!  This week we’ll continue our electrical 
quest as we investigate circuit electricity, or the 
continual flow of electrons in a uniform direction.     
    Westward Ho!   I’ve been completely impressed 
by the hard work shown by students as they 
continue their research on their Westward 
Expansion topics.  Writing a research paper is a 
new experience for most of our classmates, and 
including a bibliography is certainly a first.  We’ve 
worked hard on editing and revising; a task that 
probably isn’t everyone’s favorite, yet incredibly 
important.    Due date: April 24.  
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website (under quick links) 
and continue to enhance our budget. 
Box tops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will 
earn a magnificent reward!  
 


