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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    The scores are in….our Core Testing scores, that is.  I’m incredibly 
proud of the students and the hard work and perseverance they 
demonstrated these last two weeks.  The assessments were challenging. 
I believe the questions were well-written and focused on students’  
holistic application of the concepts that they were expected to master.  Last week I 
shared our Language Arts class average:  88%!  This week we received our Math and 
Science scores.  Our class average for math is 80% and our class average for science is 
81%.  While the state averages for this year have yet to posted, our scores are well above 
last year’s 5th Grade state averages of 77% for Language Arts, 76% for Math, and 74% 
for Science.  Well done!  A giant round of applause goes out to Jessica.  Jessica earned 
the top score for the class on each assessment:  98% in Language Arts, 100% in Math, and 
97% in Science.  The entire class enjoyed an ice cream sundae party on Friday to 
celebrate their hard work.  Those students earning 95% and higher on any of the tests, 
and the student with the greatest progress since last year (Hunter!!), will enjoy a 
Saturday afternoon movie with their teacher.  Congratulations to all!   
    Students can continue their academic growth by practicing their skills throughout the 
summer.  Our class website contains numerous sites that are both fun and educational! 
  
Language Arts 
  I don’t know who is enjoying “The Secret 
Garden” more, the students or me.  The 
book is truly one of my very favorite.  It 
has been a family tradition of ours to sing 
and recite the parts to the Broadway 
musical on our annual trips to Lake Powell.  
When I come to parts that are especially 
moving, “Please sir, might I have a bit 
dirt?”, the students have been incredibly 
patient with me, for more than once I’ve 
been moved to tears (embarrassing, right?)  
We will culminate our reading of this 
classic story by planting a garden  
of our own right outside the  
classroom window.    

Math 
     Transformation is our continuing 
theme this week in math.  Monday will be 
the study of congruence (same dimensions 
and shape), Tuesday we’ll explore 
symmetry (when a shape can be folded 
along one or more lines that create 
congruent parts, which can fit on top of 
each other exactly) with some hands-on 
activities, Wednesday we’ll practice 
problem solving and on Thursday students 
will take the unit final assessment.  
Students can practice at home with some 
of the interactive sites on our class 
website:  RoboPacker, Trans-formation 
Golf, or Icy Transformations.      
 

 Straight on ‘til morning . . . 
…. 



 

 This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
happiness* 
preparing 
recreation* 
flying* 
dying* 
beautify* 
carpeted 
judgment* 
dives 
ninety* 
losing 
achievement* 
plentiful 
fanned 
scooping 
healthiness 
chopped 
movement 
xylem* 
phloem* 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Text:    203.640.3375 
Email:   mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
            wick          governess 

           guardian 
             solemnly        fretfully 

 

Upcoming Events 
May 14 Band & Orchestra Assembly 
May 15 Bee’s Baseball Field Trip 
May 17 Band & Orchestra  

Parent Performance/2:30 
May 18 CRA Art Festival/5:30 PM 

 

Science and Social Studies 
   It is not easy being green!  In conjunction with 
our Secret Garden reading, we will begin our unit on 
plant structures and processes.  Students will gain 
an appreciation for the complex structures of living 
things, understand the importance of 
photosynthesis, and understand the 
characteristics, structure and  
functions of organisms. 
    Westward Ho!   We will finish up our 
presentations on Westward Expansion this week 
and take a peek at our final unit in Social Studies:  
the Civil War.  Students will have the opportunity 
to feel first-hand what it meant to be a member of 
the Union and Confederate armies as they are 
assigned a blue or grey nametag.  We will explore 
the impact of physical geography and the many 
differences of the North and South.    
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website (under quick links) 
and continue to enhance our budget. 
Box tops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will 
earn a magnificent reward!  
 


