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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Beginning this year, instead of the Reflections contest, CRA is  
sponsoring our very own arts contest, “Perspectives”.  This year’s theme 
is “My World –The Way I See It”.  The visual arts categories include  
visual art, 3-D art, photography, literature, and film production.   
Performing arts categories include musical composition, dance, and drama.  All entries 
will be judged on representation of theme, creativity, and workmanship.  Entries must be 
received on or before the end of school on Monday, October 29th.  All performing arts 
entries should sign up to perform their art for judges after school on Friday, November 
2.  I know we have a torrent of talent here at CRA, especially in the fifth grade!  I’m 
anticipating a deluge of entries from our class.  Lori Ross, our own Jed’s mother, is 
spearheading this ambitious undertaking.  If you have questions, you can contact her at 
ross_lori@comcast.net.   
    I need to take a moment and boast about your amazing children.  As we enter each 
new school year, there’s a learning curve regarding each classroom’s policies and 
procedures.  Last week your children demonstrated just how quickly they can assimilate 
into a new classroom environment.  After returning from the computer lab, I was last to 
enter the room – which was completely silent with every student sitting up straight and 
facing forward.  I was dumbstruck!!  Wow.  Such maturity and personal responsibility!     
 

Full Steam Ahead! 

Reading 
    Writing is wonderful!  Last week 
students practiced Write Tools 
concepts that many have learned in 
earlier grades.  Using highlighters, 
students created a simple graphic 
organizer:  green for the topic sentence 
and concluding sentence, yellow for big 
ideas, and pink for the details.  The 
topic was “What I Would Do if I Were 
Tom Sawyer”, reflecting upon his 
escapade in the cemetery, witnessing 
the robbing of a grave and a murder!     
 

Math 
  Believe it or not, we had our second 
math assessment last week!  Your 
students are charging through our new 
math curriculum.  Congratulations to 
those students who earned a 4!!:  “James”, 
Harry, Jacob, Jackson, and Margaret.  
This week we will delve into addition and 
subtraction of whole numbers and 
decimals, including money.  Your child 
should also practice basic addition and 
subtraction facts.  He or she  
should also be encouraged to  
estimate answers to make sure  
they are reasonable. 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
country 
does 
once 
beautiful 
unusual 
unit 
fugitive 
menu 
utilize 
sculpture 
valuable 
thumbprint 
museum 
universe 
luxury 
sulfur 
customary 
suffocate 
commutative 
species 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  clarify 

   envy         dandy      ashen 
        vigorous        scandalous                     

   sabotage 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sept. 27    Happy Birthday, Britain! 
Sept. 28    Room Parent Tea  1:30 
Oct. 5     Happy Birthday, Margaret! 
Oct. 15    Happy Birthday, Hannah! 
Oct. 17    Early Dismissal  1:15 
Oct. 18-19    Fall Break 
 

Science and Social Studies 
    Heads were down and keys were clicking as students 
worked on their animal PowerPoint presentation, 
consisting of six slides, including graphics and 
pictures.  Many have already completed the research 
and have a sizeable start on the presentation.  
Integrating technology into the curriculum is an 
effective way to keep students engaged in their 
learning.  They love it!  
    In geography, students have mastered the major 
imaginary lines, they’ve studied various kinds of map 
projections (who knew that many of our maps are 
misrepresentative of the size of many countries?), and 
this week we’ll tackle time zones.  Watch for a study 
sheet coming home in preparation for our unit 
assessment! 
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website (under quick links) 
and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will 
earn a magnificent reward!  


