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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Last year my class created and produced a music video as an entry in 
a technological classroom makeover contest sponsored by eInstruction.   
It was a bunch of work for everyone involved, including professionals who  
volunteered their time, talent, and resources, and it made for a proud  
moment for the entire class.  We didn’t win, yet made a remarkable memory.  I’ve been 
wavering on doing it again this year given the time and energy commitment.  However, I 
heard a song this morning that would fit perfectly and for the last 4+ hours have been 
lost in recreating lyrics and imagining video.  We’ll try again!  We’ll begin this week 
learning the song and perhaps begin filming.  I’m hopeful that we can build upon what I 
learned last year and perhaps come out on top!  The prize is worth around $60,000!  
    On Wednesday we’ll board buses and head to the U of U campus to enjoy our first 
field trip – to the Utah Natural History Museum.  If you haven’t seen it, the new facility 
located next to Red Butte Garden is stunning.  Its state of the art architecture and 
displays are impressive and unique.  In addition to viewing the exhibits, our fifth graders 
will have the opportunity for some hands-on learning in the lab at the museum.  One of 
the museum “professors” will conduct a two-hour research lesson on traits and heredity, 
our new unit in science.  Students will have the opportunity to participate in an 
experiment in which they extract DNA from peas.  Lucky kids!!  
 

Coming Around… 
 

Language Arts 
    We floated through Tom Sawyer and 
will now embark upon the final project: a 
shoebox adorned with Mark Twain and 
Tom Sawyer information and anecdotes, 
and filled with items of the students’ 
choosing which remind them of the 
scintillating story.  Students will have an 
active role in determining what is to be 
placed on the outside of the box; they 
will receive a rubric for the assignment 
in the coming week.  The box will be due 
on the Wednesday before fall break, 
October 17.  
 
 

Math 
   In math class, your child will learn how 
to multiply in order to solve problems.  
This chapter will require the use of 
several skills that include mental math, 
estimating products, and multiplying one-, 
two-, and three-digit numbers.  Your child 
will be introduced to the multiplication 
properties:  Commutative, Associative, 
Identity, and Zero.  During  
the study of multiplication,  
your child should continue to 
practice basic multiplication  
facts. 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
occurrence 
embarrass 
occasion 
symmetry 
recommend 
exaggerate 
terrain 
barricade 
alliance 
applaud 
hooray 
opportunity 
opposite 
daughter 
authentic 
awkward 
brought 
because 
organism 
contrast 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  contrast 

   quarry        crevice trawled 
           lavish        titter                     

   trek 

Upcoming Events 
Oct. 9  Book Buzz  8:00 AM 
Oct. 10 Field Trip/Natural History Museum 

Oct. 12 Author Assembly- N.D. Wilson 
Oct. 15 Happy Birthday, Hannah! 
Oct. 17 Tom Sawyer Boxes Due 
Oct. 17 Early Dismissal 
 

Science and Social Studies    
    Are your earlobes attached or not?  Do you have a 
widow’s peak?  These are questions we’ll address this week 
as we begin our unit on Traits and Heredity.  Students will 
discover traits that are passed from parents to offspring 
and how some offspring resemble the parent and some do 
not (think babies vs. tulip bulbs). 
    Our approach to our study of Explorers will focus on 
perspective and point of view.  We began our unit with a 
discovery learning lesson in which students were asked to 
draw a map of our classroom, and then one of Mrs. Lowry’s – 
a classroom of which they were not acquainted.  They 
discovered that it was much easier to create a map of what 
they knew.  Students then made the connection as they 
studied ancient maps, working to place them in chronological 
order by noticing the increased accuracy.  This week they’ll 
discover if they have what it takes to be an explorer! 
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar  
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA website  
 (under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will 
earn a magnificent reward!  


