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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    How can it be that November has already arrived?  It seems that we’ve 
just gotten a good start to the school year, and here we are, almost  
one-third of the way through!  Thus, Parent-Teacher Conferences are just  
around the corner, November 14th and 15th.  Conference sign-up sheets are  
posted in the office window.  If you need help with scheduling, please email me.  This is great 
opportunity to showcase your student and communicate their achievements and areas of growth. 
    Many of your children might have told you about our political debate held last week along with 
Miss Kirsten’s 4th Grade.  Margaret Kaelin and Isaac Griffiths courageously represented 
Governor Romney and President Obama, respectively.  Each candidate was given the opportunity 
to answer a variety of fairly deep questions, of which they had not previously seen.  They both 
were stunning, as was the audience.  Everyone was respectful and courteous.  When asked to 
reflect upon the experience, the most common comment was, “We did something that adults do, 
except we were positive and we didn’t interrupt.”  Huge, huge kudos go out to these students 
who demonstrated their maturity and civility.   
    Finally, tomorrow is the first day of Red Ribbon Week, signifying CRA’s commitment to drug 
prevention and education.  The students will initiate the week with a pledge and wrist ribbon 
tomorrow, followed by meaningful activities each day, including “Wear Red Day” on Friday.  
Research has shown that parents are the main reason kids don’t use alcohol, tobacco, or drugs  - 
because of their position influence and because they know it would disappoint them.  It is so 
important that parents build a strong relationship with their kids and talk to them about  
substance abuse – the earlier the better! 
 

On an Even Keel… 

Language Arts 
    We are continuing our progress with 
Don Quixote, smiling with amusement as 
we read about his follies and fantastical 
adventures.  The students have enjoyed 
acting out various scenes from the 
novel, performing in an almost Monty 
Python-esque manner.  It has truly been 
great fun and entertaining for me to 
watch them interpret this classical 
novel. 
    
 

Math 
    We are continuing our work with long 
division in math, focusing on one-digit 
divisors.  We’ll have our unit test this 
coming Tuesday.  Most students are 
mastering the sometimes-complex 
algorithm, with a small few still working it.  
While we strive to reach every student at 
school, help at home simply increases each 
student’s potential success and 
achievement.  Our next unit 
focuses on double-digit divisors. 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
favorite 
traitor 
circuit 
circumvent 
rehearse 
courtesy 
courteous 
humor 
humorous 
energy 
energetic 
courage 
courageous 
similar 
grammar 
worthy 
earthworm 
earnestly  
diagram 
organism 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  diagram 
       convict        ruffian      wretched 

            
      rogue           condemn                  

    

Upcoming Events 
Nov. 5-9 Red Ribbon Week 
Nov. 5  Mock Election 
Nov. 5  Making Good Choices Assembly 
Nov. 8 “Wiley & the Hairy Man” Assembly 
Nov. 9  Perspective Awards 9 AM 
Nov. 12-13 No School for Students 
 

Science and Social Studies    
    Gregor Mendel will be our  
focus in our Traits and Heredity 
unit as we exam Mendel’s  
discoveries in genetics.   
Students will learn how to use a Punnet Square to 
determine the likelihood of particular traits. 
     
    Our study of Explorers will culminate in a final 
project in which students create a hanging mobile 
featuring an explorer.  Students will receive the 
name of their explorer at school and will have 
some time for research at school.  The assembly 
of the mobile will be an at-home project, which 
will be due, Friday, November 26. 
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar  
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA website  
 (under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will 
earn a magnificent reward!  


