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From the teacher’s desk…. 
     I’m excited to announce that we are beginning our Renaissance unit this  
week in Social Studies!  Students will step back in time and rub shoulders 
with the likes of the Medici’s, da Vinci, and Michelangelo.  We’ll top off our 
unit with a Human Chess Game on Monday, December 17.  Students are invited to dress up 
in period Renaissance clothing.  Google “eHow Renaissance homemade costumes” for some 
simple ideas.    
                     The following week we will begin a new 5th Grade tradition as we kick off  
               our unit on the early colonies in America.  Our first annual Colonial Christmas  
               will be celebrated on December 18.  Again, students are invited to dress in period  
               clothing as we experience a day of learning and activities similar to those  
              felt by the children of our forefathers.  If you, as parents, would like to be                         
involved in this exciting event, please contact me!  We will definitely need some donations 
of Christmas fabric, popcorn and cranberries. 
    Finally, we are formally finished with our “Read to Feed” project in which students 
secured sponsors for their reading to help support our Heifer International service 
learning project.  Thank you in advance for your incredible support of this worthy project.  
If you or friends and family have chosen to support one of our students, please send your 
contributions with your child to school this week.  We, as a grade are hopeful that we might 
contribute a cow to a needy family in a third world country! 
   

Language Arts 
    Students will have the opportunity to 
design an original book jacket for our next 
book report, due on Monday, December 17.  
The template and instructions were 
distributed to students last week; the same 
is available on our website.  Students will 
receive the paper for the book jacket at 
school.  The genre for this book report is   
Newbery Medal winners.  A list  
of the winners has been posted  
in school and the list is available  
on our website as well.  These  
books are among my favorites.  Have fun!  
 

Math 
    Students took an imaginative trip to 
Seusville on Friday and became cashiers at 
the Eggs-Travaganza Diner, at which a 
featured menu item is Green Eggs and Ham.  
Students used their algebra skills when  
determining the final cost of diners’ meals 
                    because the busy servers  
                    wrote tickets such as 

2(G + H) + 2 to indicate an order                                                                
of two Green eggs and Ham and 
two large drinks.     

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
magazine 
algebra 
antenna 
efficiency 
opinion 
appearance 
colonel 
absolutely 
national 
argument 
article 
orchestra 
warning 
architect 
formula 
participant 
shortage 
ordinary 
Renaissance 
organize 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  organize 
         fickle        incredulous     profitable 

            
      cunning         impersonate                

    

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 10 Band & Orchestra Holiday Concert 
Dec. 13 Band & Orchestra Holiday Concert 
  For Parents  2:30 PM 
Dec. 11 Book Buzz  8:30 AM 
Dec. 14 Happy Birthday, Omar! 
Dec. 14 Happy Birthday, Seth! 
Dec. 17 Human Chess Game 
Dec. 18 Colonial Christmas 
 

Science and Social Studies    
      Elephant tooth paste?  Spontaneous  
  flames?  Ahhh, chemistry is such fun!  
  We will kick off our next unit this  
  week with the law of conservation,  
  meaning that matter cannot neither be 
  created or destroyed.  
    This week we will delve into the rich history of 
The Renaissance, beginning with the Medici Family 
in Florence, Italy.  The Medici’s were fundamental 
to the Italian Renaissance as they were patrons of 
the arts.  Students will take a quiz, 
“Which Medici Am I?” in order to  
discover which member of the Medici 
family they are most like. 
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar  
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA website  
 (under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn 
a magnificent reward!  


