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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Friday morning, while my students were attending an author assembly, I 
received a cryptic text from my husband – who normally doesn’t text me  
during school hours.  It simply said, “Can you text me when you can?  Anything 
at all.”  I quickly, and innocently responded.  He assumed that I had heard about the 
heartbreaking tragedy in Newtown.  He knew it would crumble me and he wanted to make 
sure I was okay.  I held myself together until my students – and your children – had 
returned to their loving homes, and then I fell apart.  Words cannot express my anguish and 
grief at this senseless act.  We lived in Connecticut.  Our dog came from Newtown.  I am a 
teacher.  I am a parent.  I am a grandparent.  The tragedy affects me on so many levels.  As 
your child’s teacher, know that I treasure your children as my own.  I will do everything in 
my power to keep them safe and help them realize their full potential.  While we may begin 
to question the safety of our schools, events like this are rare.  Schools are one of the 
safest places for children during the day.  As such, know that we as a school have practiced 
safety protocols and procedures for such an incident.  On Monday we will gently and 
tenderly discuss what happened in Connecticut.  I will reassure your children with our 
predictable and welcoming routines and with the love and respect that are ever present in 
our classroom.  Students will be encouraged to share their questions and feelings about the 
tragedy.  Finally, students will create cards and letters for students and families of Sandy 
Hook School.  Through heartbreak we will spread peace and love.              
                      

Language Arts 
   I have extended the due date for our 
book jacket book report to Wednesday, 
December 19, our last day of school 
before Winter Break.  As I told students 
on Friday, they are only expected to 
complete the items on the outside of the 
jacket:  front flap, front cover, spine, 
back cover, and back flap.   
Please don’t hesitate to contact 
me via phone or email, as some 
parents already have.  Most of 
all, have fun!  
 

Math 
    Students will be taking the final 
assessment on Variables and Expressions on 
Tuesday.  They have shown incredible 
enthusiasm and engagement in this  
unit as they’ve demonstrated their 
capabilities in evaluating and solving  
such equations as:  5[(25 – 7) x 2 ÷ 4] + 2. 
    After Winter Break, we will dive into 
multiplying and dividing decimals.  These 
skills are necessary and essential for 
computing with money and finances.  
 
 

 Do you know 

the answer? 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
Christmas 
holiday 
Hanukkah 
present 
angel 
Santa Claus 
reindeer 
Noël 
lights 
gingerbread 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  organize 
         fickle        incredulous     profitable 

            
      cunning         impersonate                

    

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 17 Happy Birthday, Isaac! 
Dec. 17 Christmas Assembly, 10:00 
Dec. 17 Human Chess Game, 2:30 
Dec. 18 Christmas Parent Program, 10:00 
Dec. 18 Colonial Christmas 
Dec. 19 Early Dismissal, 1:15 
Jan. 2  School begins again! 
 

Science and Social Studies    
      Friday we kicked off our Matter unit 
  with our first experiment.  While  
  investigating the concept that matter 
  can neither be created or destroyed, 
  students weighed and mixed salt into 
  water.  We placed the cups on the 
window sill to allow the water to evaporate.  Who 
has a guess as to what the salt will weigh after all 
the water has evaporated? 
    Students were completely engrossed while 
creating a mind map of Leonardo da Vinci, a true 
Renaissance man.  Mind mapping is a creative and 
effective alternative to ordinary note taking that 
involves pictures, or icons, and information.     
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar  
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA website  
 (under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn 
a magnificent reward!  


