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From the teacher’s desk…. 
   The decorations are down, deep vacuuming has been done, and drawers  
are getting more organized.  There’s something about the New Year that  
brings about a sense of purpose and planning.  The same thoughts are 
present as I eagerly anticipate the learning and growing that will occur  in  
the next few months. 
    My goals and expectations for our class are broad, far-reaching, and remain the same 
since the beginning of the year.   Academically I expect that each student will become a 
better reader by reading often, actively, and critically.  I expect that each student will 
improve his/her math skills and understanding through practice and thoughtful instruction. 
I expect that each student will build a broad understanding of scientific principles through 
discovery learning and comprehensive instruction.  Finally, I expect that each  
student will understand and appreciate the complex history upon  
which our country has been built.   
    Our quote of the week, by A.A. Milne, reflects my thoughts and  
desires regarding your children, ”Promise me you will always remember 
you are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter 
than you think.”  I find it thrilling and humbling to be a part of your child’s  
educational experience.  Thank you for sharing your child with me.  
 

Language Arts 
   Persuasive writing will be our focus for 
the next few weeks as we prepare for the 
state writing exam to be administered in 
February.  Students will use strategies 
such as big names, facts and research, 
emotion, and trust as they refine their 
persuasive techniques.  Additionally, 
students will be assigned a log in and 
password for the Utah Write website, 
where they can practice their writing 
skills at home.  Watch for information 
coming home with your student. 
 
 

Math 
    In math class, your child is learning to 
multiply and divide decimals, including money 
amounts.  He or she will learn to multiply and 
divide decimals by whole numbers and by 
decimals and how to estimate products and 
quotients with multiplying and dividing 
decimals.  You can practice with your child at 
home by playing a game of “grocery store” at 
home.  Pretend you are the storeowner and 
decide the price of items at your store 
(using decimals).  Have your student  
figure the total cost of  
multiple items.  
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
New Year 
millennium 
celebrate 
January 
midnight 
resolution 
calendar 
hockey 
scarves 
skiing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  organize 
         fickle        incredulous     profitable 

            
      cunning         impersonate                

    

Upcoming Events 
 
Jan. 2  School begins again! 
Jan. 7  Band & Orchestra resumes 
Jan. 15 Happy Birthday, James! 
Jan. 21 Human Rights Day, No School 
 

Science and Social Studies    
We will continue our study of matter 
this week as we investigate how 
matter can neither be created nor 
destroyed.  Students will carefully 
measure and weigh the ingredients for 
homemade Silly Putty, or Blobber as 
we affectionately call it in our 
classroom. 

We’ve finished up our whirlwind tour of the 
Renaissance and are moving on to Colonial America.  
This week students will compare and contrast the 
differences and similarities of the 13 Colonies as 
well as discover the broad influence of Native 
American culture on our modern society. 
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar  
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA website  
 (under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn 
a magnificent reward!  


