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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    After winter break and a short week last week, I’m excited to jump 
into a full week of learning and growing with your children – and I think  
they are as well.  They demonstrated this last Friday as we all participated 
in a discussion regarding homework – and all those empty spaces in my  
grade book indicating missing homework.  Students were activity involved as we discussed 
strategies to help students turn homework in on time, and we came up with a plan.  Next 
Friday, if students earn Fun Friday (which they have earned each week this year!), students 
will have a chance to enjoy Electronics Day in our classroom for about 50 minutes.  
Students are invited to bring whatever electronic device they choose – Wii, PlayStation, 
laptops, etc., with age-appropriate games.  However, (this is the part that I REALLY like….) 
we must have 100% of the class turning in 100% of our homework by morning recess on 
Friday in order to earn this unusual privilege.  I’ve used the 100% principle in our class 
regularly.  For example, if a few students come in for recess in an inappropriate manner, 
the entire class goes outside to try it again.  Our Fun Friday is based on 100% as well.  
Either the whole class earns it based on the number of fish earned, or nobody earns it.  I 
feel that this concept builds community in the class and no one is ever left out.  
Additionally, it is a common misperception that ignoring misbehavior – or addressing positive 
behavior by praising students – is the least invasive from of intervention.  However, ignoring 
misbehavior is the most invasive form of intervention because it becomes more likely that 
the behavior will persist and expand.          
 
Language Arts 
    Bill Harley has been called “the Mark 
Twain of contemporary children’s music”.  He 
is a two-time Grammy award-winning artist 
and he is coming to CRA on January 31!  In 
preparation for this remarkable event, the 
school is hosting a story-telling  
contest in which students are  
invited to create an original  
story or poem which we will  
begin doing this in class as  
we prepare for this exciting  
event.   
 

Math 
     Multiplying decimals by 10, 100, or 1000 
seemed to come fairly easily to most 
students last week.  This week we will 
continue our multiplication of decimals and 
delve into dividing decimals as well.  Those 
students who have mastered long division 
should comprehend and master this new 
concept without a glitch.  However, those 
who struggle with long division will struggle 
even more.  Students who practice at home 
will increase their success!  
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
they're 
their 
reign 
rein 
incite 
insight 
borough 
burrow 
censor 
sensor 
chorale 
corral 
all ready 
already 
assistance 
assistants 
broach 
brooch 
passage 
physical 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  passage 
         fickle        incredulous     profitable 

            
      cunning         impersonate                

    

Upcoming Events 
Jan. 7  Band & Orchestra resumes 
Jan. 15 Happy Birthday, James! 
Jan. 21 Human Rights Day, No School 
Jan. 24 Maturation Program/2 PM 
Jan. 28 Alyson Reed Assembly 
Jan. 31 Story Telling Festival 
 

Science and Social Studies    
  What’s the difference between   
  breaking a marshmallow into small   
  pieces and toasting it over a flame?   
  Students will investigate this and   
 other changes in matter as we begin to compare 
and contrast physical and chemical changes in matter.  
With a physical change, no new substance is formed.  A 
chemical change results in the formation of one or more 
new substances.  
    I strive to teach history from multiple perspectives.  
As such, students will continue to explore the early 
history of our nation through the eyes of those already 
here – the Native Americans.  We will examine the 
impact of European colonization on the Americans and 
how the Iroquois Book of the Great Law influenced the 
U.S. Constitution.    
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar  
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA website  
 (under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn 
a magnificent reward!  


