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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    On Tuesday morning of last week, after returning from a sick day, I  
discovered that we had almost made it to the 100% mark with our homework 
from the preceding week.  The question was what to do about our electronic 
party.  I had clearly drawn a line in the sand as to my expectations, so I left  
it up to the students to decide – with a class meeting.  Students circled their chairs and 
Lilah acted as mediator as students voiced their concerns and suggestions.  To be truthful, 
the meeting started out rough.  Only one student failed to turn in all of the homework on 
time, and the entire class knew which student it was, as missing homework is listed on the 
front board.  A small handful of students felt that since everyone else hit the mark, all but 
that one student should enjoy an electronics party.  However, the majority of the class held 
to the principle that we are a united community; either all students enjoy the reward or 
none do.  Then a small miracle occurred.  Elena suggested that since we are a community and 
we support each other in all we do, the class should have stepped up and helped that one 
student who was struggling.  Other students joined in with statements like, “We are one 
class with one goal.  We need to help each other” or “We need to follow our class motto, 
Work Hard and Be Nice”.  In the end, students decided unanimously that they would try 
again for the party the coming Friday (they did make it…100%!).  But, bigger than the party, 
students learned that they have a most genuine support system in their classmates.  They 
learned through love and honesty, everyone can win.    
  
Language Arts 
    Who knew that most children’s 
picture books are 32 pages long, with only 
25-28 pages for the story?  Or, that they 
are usually 500-800 words long?  Rhyming 
and rhythm are often used in picture 
books as well as alliteration, refrains and 
word play.  And, don’t forget an engaging 
plot with climax!  They’re not as easy to 
write as they first appear.  Students will 
try their hand this week as we prepare 
for our first annual Storytelling Contest!        
 
 

Math 
     Multiplying and dividing decimals has been 
one of our longer units, lasting more than two 
weeks.  Indeed, we have covered a bunch of 
new material, including new material to the 
State Common Core.  The new material often 
delves deep into the concept, encouraging 
students to understand core ideas in addition 
to memorizing mathematical 
algorithms.  This type of thinking 
clearly challenges students while at 
the same time offers a strong 
foundation for analytical thinking.    
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
loose 
lose 
cease 
seize 
finely 
finally 
through 
thorough 
stationery 
stationary 
patients 
affect 
effect 
principal 
principle 
hostel 
select 
persevere 
 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  select 
                West Point              insult   

  racism       cadet           pardon  

Upcoming Events 
 
Jan. 21 Human Rights Day, No School 
Jan. 24 Maturation Program/2 PM 
  No Band or Orchestra 
Jan. 25 Rotations/AM 
Jan. 28 Alyson Reed Assembly 
Jan. 31 Story Telling Festival 
 

Science and Social Studies    
    Matter and Chemistry has been a science unit filled 
with all sorts of fun, crazy experiments, of which you’ve 
probably heard tales.  We’ve watched spontaneous 
combustion, witnessed a balloon inflating without 
physical blowing on it, and turned glue and borax into 
“Blobber”.  This week students will show what they know 
on our Matter and Chemistry test! 
    I hope students had the opportunity to watch a bit of 
the Presidential Inauguration on Monday.  I watched, 
spellbound and teary-eyed, as Mr. Obama was sworn into 
office for his second term.  We are so incredibly 
blessed to live in such a country, where a change (or 
continuation) of leadership occurs without rebellion or 
revolt.  This week we’ll explore the path to the 
Presidency, especially President Obama’s.   
He is a shining example of hard work and giving 
back.       
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar  
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA website  
 (under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn 
a magnificent reward!  


