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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    As a teacher and a parent I try to keep my eyes open to new and  
progressive ideas in the realm of human development.  A friend reminded  
me the other day of an article I read in the New York Times which has since 
been expanded into a book.  The book is called “NurtureShock:  New Thinking about 
Children”; I highly recommend it.  One chapter in particular hit home with me as I reflected 
upon my own children and my students.  The chapter focuses on overpraise.  The authors 
describe laboratory studies in which children, having taken an initial test and then been 
praised for their intelligence, fared worse in follow-up rounds, while children who were 
instead commended for their effort challenged themselves further and performed better 
over all.  Frequent and oft-undeserved rewards in the form of praise, the authors caution, 
deprive a child of motivation and discourage persistence.  The take-home message here is 
that telling your children that they are smart has proven to backfire.  Students who are 
told that they are smart often don’t try new tasks for fear of failure. The gift of 
intelligence is just that, a gift – random and just plain luck.  If students feel that they 
aren’t “smart” enough, and that smartness is finite, their motivation decreases and they fail 
to understand that lack of effort is to blame.  Effort, not intelligence or ability, is the 
key to success in school and life.  The most persistent students do not ruminate about 
their failure much at all but instead think of mistakes as problems to be solved.  Next time 
you’re tempted to say, “You’re smart!”, instead try, “You must have worked really hard”. 
 
Language Arts 
    One fifth of our class, 5/25, has 
earned a perfect score on their per-
suasive writing!  Congratulations to Elena, 
Hannah, Isaac, Daniel, and John!  As 
promised, they have received (or will 
receive on Monday) their reward of a 
Subway sandwich.  Nary a single student 
in my class last year earned such an 
honor.  This is a testament to their 
remarkable hard work and perseverance.  
There are several more who are about 
there….keep up the great work!.              
 

Math 
     In math class, your child is learning about 
geometric concepts.  First, he or she is 
learning about some special pictures and 
symbols used to describe space and location – 
point, plane, line, and ray.  Second, your child 
is learning about polygons and their special 
names, how to classify quadrilaterals by the 
properties of their angles and sides, and two 
ways to classify triangles.  You can help your 
child reinforce his or her ability 
 to identify polygons by identifying 
 them around your home.   
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This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
magnificent 
obedient 
persistent 
equivalent 
fluorescent 
incident 
valiant 
brilliant 
ignorant 
significant 
reluctant 
attendant 
dormant 
vigilant 
radiant 
immigrant 
accident 
confident 
erosion 
racism 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  select 
                           West Point         insult   

           racism       cadet           pardon  

Upcoming Events 
Jan. 28 Alyson Reed Assembly 
Jan. 31 Story Telling Festival 
Feb. 7  Drama Class resumes 
Feb. 7  Science Night 
Feb. 15 Happy Birthday, Colton! 
Feb. 19 President’s Day/No School 
 

Science and Social Studies    
    The Earth’s surface is constantly changing.  Some 
changes happen very slowly over long periods of time, 
such as weathering, erosion, and uplift.  Other changes 
happen abruptly, such as landslides, volcanic eruptions, 
and earthquakes.  All around us, we see the visible 
effects of the building up and breaking down of the 
Earth’s surface.  This week we will dig into our new unit 
study of such changes.  Look for the geologist in your 
child to shine! 
    We are also turning the page of history in Social 
Studies as we progress from Colonial Times to the 
beginnings of the Revolution.  Students will study 
primary documents as they compare and contrast the 
feelings and beliefs of Loyalists and Patriots.  As 
always, we will attempt to study history from various 
points of view.  
  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar  
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA website  
 (under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn 
a magnificent reward!  


