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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    I’m excited for our week of love!!  Not only will we celebrate Valentine’s 
Day on Thursday, but this week is Family Week as well.  Grandparents are 
invited to dine with us on February 12 and 13.  We can spread our love all 
over the place! 
    Students are also invited to attend Book Buzz with Miss Liz in the library on Tuesday, 
February 12 at 8:00 AM.  Miss Liz and Miss Merry always provide a yummy spread for 
students’ bellies and yummy food for thought in books.  This month Miss Liz is featuring 
books that we, as 5th and 6th grade teachers, love.  As a professed bibliophile, I had to 
think long and hard to limit it to only three!!  The three books that I settled upon were 
Criss Cross by Lynne Rae Perkins, The Castle in the Attic by Elizabeth Winthrop, and 
Chains, by Laurie Halse Anderson.  Criss Cross, the Newbery Medal winner for 2006, tells 
the story of 14-year-old Debbie as she wishes something different would happen to her to 
make her life different.  In telling Debbie’s story, Criss Cross delves into a variety of sub-
plots, as well as a wealth of story-telling tools.  Haiku, art, and an interview format are all 
used to describe how young people grapple with mysteries of life and love.  Castle in the 
Attic is a family favorite of ours, one I read aloud to my own children, a story of a model 
castle that comes to life.  As for Chains?  Ask your child.  We’re reading it in class.        
  

Language Arts 
    In addition to the plethora of writing 
in which we’ve been engaged, we’ve begun 
studying and analyzing poetry as well.  
Our first poem was Abandoned 
Farmhouse by Ted Kooser.  The poem is 
cryptic and written with a checklist of 
items scattered around the farm, leaving 
the reader to deduce what has happened.  
Our second poem was Speak Up by Janet 
Wong, a two-person poem about judging a 
person by appearance.  Each poem left us 
feeling uncomfortable and prickly – for 
entirely different reasons.  The authors 
were successful! 
 

Math 
    In math class your child is learning about 
the meaning of fractions.  He or she will 
learn about regions and sets, fractions on a 
number line, mixed numbers, fractions and 
decimals in terms of tenths, hundredths, and 
thousandths.  After developing these skills, 
your child should be able to solve problems 
that contain fractions and decimals.  You can 
help your child at home by writing a variety 
of fractions and decimals on index cards.  
For example 7/20, .358, etc.  Have your child 
sort through the group of cards and order 
them from least to greatest. 
 

Happy  Va l e n t i n e ’ s  Day  ♥ 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

This Week’s Spelling 
Words 

audible 
plausible 
indelible 
compatible 
credible 
sensible 
profitable 
durable 
lovable 
acceptable 
predictable 
changeable 
infectious 
curious 
cautious 
precious 
vicious 
numerous 
numerator 
denominator 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  simplify 
                           Puerto Rico           commonwealth  

           plebiscite        Caribbean         culture  

Upcoming Events 
Feb. 12 Book Buzz/8 AM 
Feb. 12 Grandparents’ Lunch 
Feb. 13 Grandparents’ Lunch 
Feb. 14 Valentine’s Party/2:15 PM 
Feb. 15 Happy Birthday, Colton! 
Feb. 19 President’s Day/No School 
 
 

Science and Social Studies    
    Here in Utah we are fortunate to enjoy a variety of 
geological features all within our own state!  This week in 
science we will begin to discover just how many of the 
features were made and just how old they are.  For 
example, the geologic formations in Zion National Park 
represent about 150 million years of sedimentation!  We’ll 
also discover that uplift affected the entire region, known 
at the Colorado Plateau, by slowing raising these formations 
more than 10,000 feet! 
    As we were studying the Iroquois Confederacy last week 
we were discussing that their government was similar to 
ours – that of checks and balances – in contrast to some 
totalitarianism governments or dictatorships.  Joking with 
them, (somewhat….) I told them that our classroom is a 
dictatorship.  Boy – did that get a reaction!  And also set us 
up for our 5th Grade Revolution.  Say tuned.       
  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar  
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA website  
 (under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn 
a magnificent reward!  


