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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    I took a personal day last Friday to head south to St. George and join 
in my darling niece’s wedding celebration (love her!!).  On the way home, my 
husband and I were feeling a bit spontaneous and decided to take our time 
traveling back north and visit Bryce Canyon National Park.  I can’t remember ever visiting 
there, and my husband, who is from the East, certainly never had.  We were wowed, awed, 
and inspired.  In addition, as we clicked away with our phone cameras, the visit provided 
fodder for our science unit!  I am insatiably curious and wanted to learn as much as possible 
about the canyon - which actually is not a canyon but a collection of giant natural 
amphitheaters along the eastern side of the Paunsaugunt Plateau.  Bryce is unique due to 
geological structures called hoodoos (which are 60 million years old!), formed by frost 
weather and stream erosion of the river and lakebed sedimentary rocks.  Yes, your children 
will hear all about it this week! 
    Thank you, thank you, thank you to all of our parent volunteers who provided food, 
materials and time for our lovely Valentine’s party last Thursday.  Students wrote Valentine 
stories, decorated heart-shaped Valentine Rice Krispie Treats, and created handmade 
Valentines for their loved ones.  And perhaps the best part of all?  Volunteers stayed 
behind after school to help with the clean up.  Thank you!!!    
  

Language Arts 
    As you will notice on the Upcoming 
Events portion of this newsletter, our 
DWA, or Direct Writing Assessment, is 
coming up soon on March 6.  This is a 
State Assessment for all 5th graders.  
Students will be given a prompt to which 
they will respond on the computer with a 
5-paragraph persuasive essay.  We’ve 
been practicing a bunch and several 
students have earned a perfect score on 
our practice essays – including the most 
recent, James and Omar.  Students can 
continue to practice at home at the 
UtahWrite website. 
 

Math 
    Our first lessons in fractions and decimals 
last week were review; I was happy to see 
your children breeze right through them.  
Then we started to tackle new concepts such 
as equivalent fractions, mixed fractions, and 
improper fractions.  This material was new to 
most of our class and they worked hard to 
master the new – and often confusing – 
concepts.  This week will build upon their new 
learning with comparing and ordering 
fractions and mixed numbers, common 
factors and greatest common factors and 
fractions in simplest form.  
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This Week’s Spelling 
Words 

government 
judgment 
experiment 
development 
amazement 
enjoyment 
painless 
tireless 
humorless 
effortless 
powerless 
colorless 
successful 
doubtful 
cheerful 
careful 
grateful 
thoughtful 
summarize 
butte 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  summarize 
                           meager           NEA  

          salary        decline         commitment 

Upcoming Events 
 
Feb. 21 Anatomy Academy 
Feb. 27 Picture Books Due 
Mar. 6 Direct Writing Assessment 
Mar. 7  End of 2nd Trimester 
Mar. 8 No School – Teacher Prep Day 
 
 

Science and Social Studies    
    Volcanoes, earthquakes, and uplift will be our focus in 
science this week.  Again, we are fortunate to have 
examples of each of these geological features right here in 
our own state.  We sit  
right on the Wasatch Fault, Topaz  
Mountain is an extinct volcano in Juab  
County, and most of our state is  
part of the Colorado Plateau, a  
massive example of uplift. 
    What do the French and Indian War, The Stamp Act, 
and the Boston Tea Party all have in common?  They are all 
events leading up to and contributing to the American 
Revolution.  This week students will learn why they were 
provocative events (turns out the cost of war was then, and 
remains, a divisive issue for Americans) as the early 
colonists built their new society in a new land.    
   

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar  
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA website  
 (under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn 
a magnificent reward!  


