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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Fractions can be a thorn in students’ sides.  Mastering operations with 
fractions requires prior knowledge that fractions are numbers that 
represent quantities less than a whole, familiarity with number lines 
and bar models, mastery of multiplication and division facts, and the understanding that a 
fractions are composed of equal parts and equal wholes.  Small wonder many students get a 
knot in their tummies when we begin working on fractions.   

However, not an anxious student was to be found on Friday during our math lesson.  
In fact, we were all so engaged in the learning process that we got a call over the PA 
system from the office asking if we were coming to lunch.  We’d completely lost track of 
time!  Students were engaged in what they thought was a game of war using cards.  What 
they didn’t know is that they were demonstrating and strengthening their understanding of 
comparing and ordering fractions, finding common denominators, and finding equivalent 
fractions.  They were all completely disappointed that we had to stop for lunch and many 
came back to spend their lunch recess continuing the game.  

I love teaching your children everyday.  Yet, days like  
Friday shoot my job satisfaction right off the charts.         
   
 

Language Arts 
    I truly believe that we might have 
some budding young authors in Pier 20.  
The picture books that your children have 
been writing and illustrating are becoming 
a reality!  Many have finished their books, 
uploading original art for the illustrations.  
We have books about owls, fish, unicorns, 
classrooms, pigeons, and so much more!  
The completed books need to be 
submitted to the publisher in the next 
week.  Students can access the website 
at home to place the finishing touches on 
their books.  Take a look at a book!  You’ll 
be amazed. 
 

Math 
    We’ll finish up our introduction to 
fractions this week with discovering how 
tenths, hundredths, and thousandths are 
related as fractions and decimals.  We’ll 
proceed with a little problem solving and 
then jump into our unit assessment on 
Wednesday – thus, no math homework on 
Wednesday!  As I stated in my “notes from 
the teacher” I’ve been encouraged and 
impressed with your children’s progress with 
fractions.  A big shout out goes to Alex 
Have, who can determine the greatest 
common factor of two numbers in lightening 
speed with amazing accuracy! 
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This Week’s Spelling Words 
mosquitoes 
varieties 
beliefs 
grievances 
schedules 
echoes 
thieves 
journeys 
halves 
passersby 
substances 
orchestras 
pharmacies 
sergeants 
tomatoes 
boundaries 
instruments 
encyclopedias 
Declaration of Independence 
 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  summarize 
                           carousel           alliteration 

          medieval        Harlem        plaid 

Upcoming Events 
Feb. 27 Picture Books Due 
Mar. 6 Direct Writing Assessment 
Mar. 7  End of 2nd Trimester 
Mar. 11-12 No School/Teacher Prep 
Mar. 13-14 Parent Teacher Conference 
Mar. 13-15 Early Dismissal 
 
 

Science and Social Studies    
    Volcanoes, earthquakes, and uplift will be our focus in 
science this week.  Again, we are fortunate to have 
examples of each of these geological features right here 
in our own state.  We sit  
right on the Wasatch Fault, Topaz  
Mountain is an extinct volcano in Juab  
County, and most of our state is  
part of the Colorado Plateau, a  
massive example of uplift. 
    It was the Patriots vs. the Loyalists.  No, it wasn’t 
football game.  It was a lively debate in Pier 20 between 
the ideas of the Patriots and Loyalists.  When all was said 
and done, it seems that most students would have rather 
been a Loyalist!  In the coming week we will explore the 
origins of the Declaration of Independence and perhaps 
create one of our own!    
   

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar  
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA website  
 (under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn 
a magnificent reward!  


