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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    March is going to be a busy month!  To begin, this week our picture 
books will be submitted to the publisher, we have our Direct Writing 
Assessment, we’ll be culturally uplifted at the symphony, enjoy a 
Clark’s Planetarium assembly and a bunch more!  Not to mention everything that is 
scheduled for the remainder of the month….like Parent-Teacher Conferences! 
    The schedules for Parent-Teacher Conferences have been posted in the windows of our 
school office.  I’ve noticed that some parents have already signed up for a specific time.  
Thank you.  I encourage all to sign up for this important meeting as we discuss the growth 
and challenges that your child has been experiencing this last trimester.  Attending parent-
teacher conferences is one way to send a message to your child that school-and education- 
is important. 
    I’m hoping that each of your children has at one time or another shared with you our 
experiences with Sportsmanship P.E (SPE).  As a class and as a school we have seen 
tremendous growth in our students in respect and positivity since participating in this 
activity.  Class meetings are an integral part of SPE; we have them as needs arise that 
require discussion and solutions.  I am exceedingly gratified of what I observe as a circle of 
10 and 11-year olds maturely discuss how to be an improved citizen of the world.        
   

Language Arts 
    As mentioned earlier, this week 
students will be taking the Direct 
Writing Assessment.  This state-
mandated writing assessment is given 
to students in the 5th and 8th grades.  
Students will be given a prompt and 
will respond on the computer with a 5-
paragraph persuasive essay.  The 
essays will be scored on the six 
components of writing:  ideas and 
content, organization, voice, word 
chose, sentence fluency, and 
conventions.  I’m sure our practice and 
hard work will be evident!     
 

Math 
    During the next few weeks, our math class 
will be learning and practicing addition and 
subtraction of fractions and mixed numbers 
with like and unlike denominators.  A like 
denominator means that in a particular equation 
containing fractions, both denominators are the 
same.  For example, 3/20 + 8/20 = 11/20.  An 
unlike denominator means that in a particular 
equation containing fractions, both denominator 
are not the same.  For example, 1 ½ + 1 ¾ =3 ¼.  
Once your child has an understanding of like 
denominators, he or she will be asked to add and 
subtract fractions and mixed number with unlike 
denominators.  
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This Week’s Spelling Words 
immature 
immobile 
imperfect 
immortal 
immediate 
unsure 
unlikely 
unreliable 
uncertain 
inability 
inanimate 
incautious 
independent 
inconvenient 
underneath 
undercover 
underage 
underestimate 
symbol 
fault 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  symbol 
                           microscopic           speleologist 

          rappel       documentary        geology 

Upcoming Events 
Mar. 6 Direct Writing Assessment 
Mar. 7  End of 2nd Trimester 
Mar. 11-12 No School/Teacher Prep 
Mar. 13-14 Parent Teacher Conference/Book Fair 

Mar. 13-15 Early Dismissal 
Mar. 21 Mid Summers Nights Dream/7 PM 
Mar. 27 Parent Literacy Evening 

Science and Social Studies    
    In conjunction with Fun Friday, last Friday students 
watched an “experiment” that involved a volcano cake, 
chocolate syrup, whipped cream and dry ice.  To be 
honest, I hadn’t tried the experiment beforehand (never 
a good idea….).  However, the students remained 
enthralled as we watched our confectionary volcano 
feebly smolder.  The lackluster performance of the 
volcano didn’t distract from the enjoyment of the 
chocolaty, syrupy, sweet consumption! 
    As a pre-activity to writing our own Declaration of 
Independence, I was completely surprised last week when 
students were given an opportunity to list their 
grievances, just as our colonist forefathers did over 200 
years ago.  Not only did they fail to complain about 
homework, they asked for more!  We’ll sum up their 
grievances in our Declaration this week.  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar  
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA website  
 (under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn 
a magnificent reward!  


