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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Our first day of Parent-Teacher Conferences are today!  Your children 
have been actively preparing to show you the growth that they’ve made 
this last trimester.  If you haven’t had a chance to drop by the school 
to schedule a conference, please email or text me so that we can take advantage of this 
opportunity to celebrate your child. 
    I wasn’t in the classroom last Friday because I was at Jordan High School, along with 
possibly 1000 other teachers from the across the state, attending the annual UCET (Utah 
Coalition for Educational Technology) conference.  Wow.  Wow.  Wow.  We were awed and 
amazed as we attended two days of sessions demonstrating how to take advantage of the 
terrific technological tools available to teachers and students.  As we all know and 
understand, technology is central to our students’ worlds.  A recent article in US News 
highlighted the importance of technology in the classroom:  “Students inhabit a 21st century 
world for 18 hours a day.  All too often, educators put them in a 19th century classroom for 
six hours of that day, and the students feel a tremendous disconnect.  We have a 
responsibility to teach them the skills to optimize these tools.”  As we move forward for 
the remaining trimester of this school year, we will begin to use more and more technology 
in our classroom.  Watch for an example this week at Parent-Teacher Conferences! 
   

Language Arts 
    Last week was a writing 
wonderland as students finished up 
their picture books (watch for our 
publishing date in about 3 weeks!) and 
wrote like the “Dickens” for our Direct 
Writing Assessment.  I’m so incredibly 
proud of their hard work and grit.  
With those huge projects behind us, 
we will return to our poetry unit.  Not 
only have students been learning 
classic poems, they’ve been analyzing 
and appreciating them.  Poems can take 
a moment in time and stop it as they 
play with words. 
 

Math 
    As Jerome Bruner put it, “Practice in 
discovering for oneself teaches one to acquire 
information in a way that makes that 
information more readily viable in problem 
solving.”  This is precisely what your students 
did last week when they discovered for 
themselves the processes involved in adding and 
subtracting fraction with unlike denominators.  
They had the necessary “tools” to do the math; 
they just had to figure out how to use them.  So 
I decided to cut them loose and let them 
discover the steps for that particular skill.  
They didn’t disappoint me.  The entire class 
discovered the process on their own!  
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This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
butterfly 
equinox 
birds 
singing 
springtime 
weather 
daffodil 
vacation 
tulips 
garden 
planting 
hyacinth 
growing 
thunderstorm 
umbrella 
showers 
puddle 
rainbow 
season 
sunshine 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  symbol 
                           microscopic           speleologist 

          rappel       documentary        geology 

Upcoming Events 
 
Mar. 13-14 Parent Teacher Conference/Book Fair 

Mar. 13-15 Early Dismissal 
Mar. 14 Henry V Assembly/10 AM 
Mar. 21 Mid Summers Nights Dream/7 PM 
Mar. 27 Parent Literacy Evening 

Science and Social Studies    
    Just as we all have a timeline of our life, our earth has 
a timeline as well…..only WAY longer.  This week students 
will compare and contrast their personal timeline with 
that of the earth.  For example, Utah was under warm 
seas 1000 million years ago (MYA).    They will discover 
how some geological changes take millions of years, while 
other geological changes, such as landslides or avalanches, 
change the geological landscape quickly. 
     
  As a pre-activity to writing our own Declaration of 
Independence, I was completely surprised last week when 
students were given an opportunity to list their 
grievances, just as our colonist forefathers did over 200 
years ago.  Not only did they fail to complain about 
homework, they asked for more!  We’ll sum up their 
grievances in our Declaration this week.   
   

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar  
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA website  
 (under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn 
a magnificent reward!  


