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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Thank you, thank for all who joined the celebration of student success at 
our Parent-Teacher Conferences last week.  We had 100% participation!  As we 
reflected on the progress that your children have made – which is substantial - 
I can’t help but recall an analogy that I heard long ago about progress and appreciating 
where one might find oneself on a journey.  I liken your students’ progress to climbing a 
mountain.  While climbing, the summit sometimes looks so far away, perhaps insurmountable.  
However, taking a moment to turn around and look down the mountain, realizing just how far 
you’ve come, gives one the motivation to continue the ascent. 
    Parent-Teacher Conferences can be like that mountainous climb.  While keeping an eye on 
the goal for our students is essential, taking time to breathe out and reflect upon just how 
far these students have climbed is extremely rewarding.  For example, six students earned 
the REACH Award this past trimester.  That’s a full 100% improvement from the first 
trimester when only three earned the esteemed award.  This trimester’s proud recipients 
of the award are:  Rebecca Free, Mailee Goddard, Hannah Heyborne, Omar Himouda, 
Katie Toone, and John Ungritch.  Congratulations to these hardworking students!  Our 
entire class has shown an impressive uptick in behavior.  They are courteous, respectful, 
and helpful.  They’ve come to embody our class motto of Work Hard – Be Nice.   
 

Language Arts 
    I am so excited to begin reading 
“The Secret Garden” by Frances 
Hodgson Burnett with your children!  
The story is the classic tale of sour-
faces Mary who is sent to live with her 
brooding uncle in Yorkshire, England 
after the death of her parents in 
India.  Upon discovering the garden 
and befriending Dickon and Martha, 
Mary’s dreary world begins to come 
alive.  It is one of my all-time favorite 
children’s novels and springtime is the 
perfect setting to begin this magical 
read.      
 

Math 
  I’ve been so very impressed by the mastery 
shown by your children in adding and subtracting 
fractions.  This can be a difficult task, given the 
number of steps and they’ve performed mag-
nificently!  This week your child will be learning 
how to multiply fractions and mixed numbers.  
Your child may have assumed that multiplying 
numbers always make them larger, and he or she 
may be surprised at first that multiplying a 
number by a fraction less than 1 gives a product 
that is less than the original number, not more.  
Your child will also need to understand that 1/3 
of a number means 1/3 times that number and is 
a way of expressing multiplication. 
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This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
geology 
geography 
geologist 
graphite 
autograph 
photograph 
biopsy 
biology 
biography 
biosphere 
transact 
enact 
actor 
react 
import 
transport 
portable 
export 
alternative 
reciprocal 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:   203.640.3375 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  alternative 
                           5K           spectator 

          twinge       marred       foreshadowing 

Upcoming Events 
 
Mar. 20 Mid Summers Nights Dream/1:30 PM 
Mar. 20 Mid Summers Nights Dream/7 PM 
Mar. 21 Mid Summers Nights Dream/7 PM 
Mar. 27 Parent Literacy Evening/6 PM 
Apr. 1-5 Spring Break!! 

Science and Social Studies    
    Just as we all have a timeline of our life, our earth has 
a timeline as well…..only WAY longer.  This week students 
will compare and contrast their personal timeline with 
that of the earth.  For example, Utah was under warm 
seas 1000 million years ago (MYA).    They will discover 
how some geological changes take millions of years, while 
other geological changes, such as landslides or avalanches, 
change the geological landscape quickly. 
     
  As a pre-activity to writing our own Declaration of 
Independence, I was completely surprised last week when 
students were given an opportunity to list their 
grievances, just as our colonist forefathers did over 200 
years ago.  Not only did they fail to complain about 
homework, they asked for more!  We’ll sum up their 
grievances in our Declaration this week.   
   

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar  
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA website  
 (under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn 
a magnificent reward!  


