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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable Labor Day holiday.  We’re 
ready to dive back into our learning this week, lucky to enjoy full days 
together.  Most everyday at the end of the school day, students stand 
behind their desks and share their highs and lows of the day.  Last 
Friday I found it endearing and amusing to hear from many students that their “low” was 
that it was a 3-day weekend and they’d miss school so much.    
    One of the many incredible advantages of being a student at CRA in the 5th and 6th 
grades is the spectacular Band and Orchestra program we have.  We’ll be learning more 
about that in the next couple of weeks.  No experience is necessary to participate in 
these enriching programs. 
    This week will be celebrating Green Ribbon Week.  As students return to school and 
fill the streets with sneakers, bikes, scooters, and skateboards, we are reminding them 
of the procedures necessary to keep them safe.  Please review the rules of the road 
with your child so we can all remain safe and happy this school year. 
    Finally, thank you to all who attended Back-to-School Night.  I loved meeting all of 
you. Thank you for sharing your amazing children with me.  For those unable to attend, 
watch for the materials in your student’s book bag. 

Under Way !! 

Reading 
This week we’ll discover Mark Twain (ask 
your child how Mark Twain created his 
pen name), and begin “The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer”.  Tom, Aunt Polly, and Sid 
will be introduced.  Students will work on 
a Tom Sawyer box during our reading and 
study of the novel.  Items included 
in the box will be  
quotes by Mark  
Twain, a timeline of 
his life and all sorts 
of surprises.  

Math 
     We will continue to work on 
numeration and place value this week, 
including decimal place value.  You can 
enrich your child’s learning at home by 
reminding them that our money system 
is a base-10 number system, just like 
the system we use in math class.  If you 
think of a one-dollar bill as a whole, a 
dime is 1/10 of the whole  
and a penny is 1/100 of  
the whole; dimes fall in  
the tenths place and  
pennies fall in the  
hundredths place. 
 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
plague 
straight 
freighter 
waist 
agent 
acre 
mayor 
obey 
restrain 
campaign 
persuade 
survey 
anticipate 
famous 
fragile 
axle 
aunt 
aptitude 
Renaissance 
decimal 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:  203.640.3375 

Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 

Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 

 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  alternative 
 

hooky       outfox       crafty 
     goody two-shoes dainty 

                       shabby  

Upcoming Events 
Sept. 3-6 Green Ribbon Week 
Sept. 4 Happy Birthday, Josie! 
Sept. 6 Opening Assembly 
Sept. 6 Happy Birthday, Dillon! 
Sept. 9 Specialty Classes Begin 
Sept. 13 Run the Rim 5K 
  Carnival 
 

Science and Social Studies 
    We are so excited to be learning about the 
Renaissance this year!  This week students will 
discover what it means to be a Renaissance man, 
like da Vinci.  He was passionately interested in 
many subjects, and highly skilled at most anything 
he tried, in every sense of the term, a true 
Renaissance man.   
     Now that we have more time in our learning 
day, we will dig into our science unit.  Classi-
fication is our first unit of study.  Students will 
discover why classification is necessary (think 
how grocery stores are arranged) and how 
scientists classify living things. 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website  
(under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the  
end of the year will earn a generous reward!  


