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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    I hope all of you had a chance to enjoy our annual school carnival and 
“Run the Rim” 5k on Friday.  Buckets of rain didn’t tamper the 
enthusiasm for supporting our school.  It’s hard to believe that just 
a few years back Canyon Rim was an abandoned school.  Last Friday it 
was brimming with life and vitality.  Thank you to all who made this happen; it is love in 
action.  It’s an honor to be a small part of such an astounding endeavor. 
    Speaking of life and vitality, recently the Utah State Board of Education released the 
letter grade evaluations for every school in the state.  The grades are based on a 
combination of student growth and student performance on state testing.  I was 
particularly pleased to read that Canyon Rim Academy was one of the 11% statewide 
that earned an A!  In fact, there were very few area schools that scored higher than 
CRA.  This is a proud moment for our relatively new school.  You can access the scores 
yourself by going to: http://www.schools.utah.gov/data/Educational-
Data/Accountability-School-Performance.aspx  
    I’ve emphasized the importance of positive character traits and it’s connection with 
positive academic growth.  You can read more about social and emotional learning in a 
fascinating article this week in the Education Issue of the NY Times.  Google “Social 
Emotional Leaning NY Times”.  It’s intriguing. 
 

Full Steam Ahead!! 

Language Arts 
    On Monday most students will find last 
week’s blue reading sheets and spelling packet 
back on their desks, with blue circled spelling 
words.  I was befuddled last Friday by the 
less-than-expected spelling scores.  I 
wondered how students could spell so many 
words incorrectly when they had supposedly 
written them correctly several times during 
the week.  Oh, wait.  What if the words were 
written incorrectly?  That is precisely what I 
found when going over their work.  I’ve asked 
students to take personal responsibility for 
ensuring that they write the words correctly 
- as they can use the list all week.  You may 
want to double check  ;)     
  

Math 
     I was impressed and bedazzled by 
your students’ scores on our first math 
assessment!  Congratulations to Elijah, 
Emma B., and Ben for earning a 4!  This 
week we will have another assessment 
on Adding and Subtracting Whole 
Numbers and Decimals.  You can expect 
to see work that provides practice with 
adding and subtracting, including money.  
Your child should also continue to 
practice basic addition and subtraction 
facts. He or she should also be 
encouraged to estimate answers to make 
sure they are reasonable. 
 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
although 
moment 
goalie 
poem 
poetry 
approach 
ceremony 
stowaway 
trolley 
oxygen 
often 
officer 
obstacle 
envelope 
proverb 
antelope 
molecule 
obstinate 
Medici 
summarize  
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:  203.640.3375 

Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 

Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 

 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  alternative 
 
                  flogging   craned       flair 

   corpse lapel        desperado  

Upcoming Events 
 
Sept. 18 Family Lunch Day/12:15 
Sept. 24 Natural History Museum 

Field Trip 
Sept. 27 PTO & Faculty  
  Room Parent Tea/1:30 
Oct. 14-15 Parent-Teacher Conf. 
 

Science and Social Studies 
    Leonardo da Vinci will be our target of study 
this week in Social Studies.  A true Renaissance 
Man, da Vinci was a scientist, an architect, a 
musician, a sculptor, a mathematician, and, oh, a 
fantastic artist as well.  Unusual facts about 
Leonardo:  he was a vegetarian, he dissected 
human cadavers, and he was left-handed.       
     Students will continue our study of the 
classification of living things by creating their 
own mnemonic device for remember the seven 
levels of classification that Linnaeus created.  You 
might ask your child what King Philip Came Over 
For Great Spaghetti means to them.   

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website  
(under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the  
end of the year will earn a generous reward!  


