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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Two, yes, TWO field trips this week!  Timing is everything, huh? 
On Tuesday we will make our way up to the Natural History Museum.   
The outing must be monopolizing my thought process; I dreamed about 
 it last night, or rather it was a bit of a nightmare.  I forgot the  
chaperones, the lunches, and the activity for the students.  On that note, please 
remember to send a home lunch (if that is what your child requested), and a big thank 
you to our chaperones, Jennifer Washburn, Erica Fearnley, and Melissa Barretta.  
Friday will spend the day at the Utah Valley Renaissance Faire with maidens and 
gentlemen.  Thank you to Alyssa Larson, Becky Schettler, and Heather Christensen 
for chaperoning that event.   
    I need to take a moment and boast about your amazing children.  As we enter each 
new school year, there’s a learning curve regarding our policies and procedures.  Last 
week your children demonstrated just how quickly they could assimilate into a new 
classroom environment.  After returning to class, I was last to enter the room – which 
was completely silent - every student sitting up straight and facing forward.  I was 
dumbstruck!!  Such maturity and personal responsibility!  We call this a “Lifesaver 
Moment” in Pier 20, when 100% of the students do something really outstanding without 
adult direction.  
 

Full Steam Ahead!! 

Language Arts 
    Our guided reading groups started last 
week with the help of parent volunteers, 
Becky Schettler and Tami Visser.  Students 
have been divided into four groups, the 
Sailors, Mariners, Sea Dogs and Wind-
jammers.  Students will be reading nonfiction 
articles for all of our guided reading.  For 
example, we have already read about pop-
ulation boom and asthma!  Research has shown 
that in order to create a foundation for later 
learning, educators now agree that students 
should begin reading informational texts in all 
subjects from the earliest grades.  Many ex-
perts argue that non-fiction reading teaches 
kids how to develop more complex thinking.       
  

Math 
     Believe it or not, we had our second 
math assessment last week!  Your 
students are charging through our new 
math curriculum.  Congratulations to 
those students who earned a 4!!:  Akira, 
Ben, Elijah, Mady, and Morgan.  We 
have begun our Unit 3 in which your 
child will learn how to multiply in order 
to solve problems.  This chapter will 
require the use of several skills that 
include mental math, estimating 
products, and multiplying one-, two, and 
three-digit numbers.  Your child should 
continue to practice basic multiplication 
facts. 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
buyer 
instant 
quietly 
plight 
describe 
acquire 
typhoon 
twice 
lithe 
scientific 
blind 
decipher 
distinct 
xylophone 
glimpse 
pliable 
slight 
friction 
da Vinci 
fungus 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:  203.640.3375 

Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 

Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 

 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  symbol 
 
                  swashbuckler   canopy      slate 

   vagrant compulsory     varlet  

Upcoming Events 
Sept. 24 Natural History Museum 

Field Trip 
Sept. 27 Renaissance Faire 
 Field Trip 
Sept. 27 PTO & Faculty  
  Room Parent Tea/1:30 
Oct. 14-15 Parent-Teacher Conf. 
 

Science and Social Studies 
    Leonardo da Vinci will be our target of study 
this week in Social Studies.  A true Renaissance 
Man, da Vinci was a scientist, an architect, a 
musician, a sculptor, a mathematician, and, oh, a 
fantastic artist as well.  Unusual facts about 
Leonardo:  he was a vegetarian, he dissected 
human cadavers, and he was left-handed.       
     Students have been working hard on their 
classification research project, culminating in a 
PowerPoint project.  I’m impressed by their 
sprightly navigation of the Internet and creative 
use of PowerPoint.  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website  
(under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the  
end of the year will earn a generous reward!  


