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From the teacher’s desk…. 
     I just returned from an extended weekend in Connecticut where we  
celebrated a family birthday and enjoyed a convergence of relatives. 
There’s something about New England in the fall that stirs nostalgia and  
a feeling of contentment.  Part of my nostalgic sentiment arose from my 
visit to Elm City College Prep Middle School, where I taught 5th grade math.  I 
commuted from our quaint shoreline town to an inner city charter school in New Haven.  
That morning I watched as my now 8th grade students filed in for breakfast, in their 
green shirts and khaki pants, nary a whisper.  In fact, students were reprimanded for 
taking their eyes off their reading material to shoot me a surprised and happy glance.  
While I value my time there and learned much that I use daily in my classroom, what a 
contrast to the exuberant happiness that radiates from Canyon Rim Academy!  I am SO 
happy to have the opportunity to teach in such a school with rich parental support.  I 
feel completely blessed. 
    As part of our exuberant atmosphere, remember that we have Parent Teacher 
Conferences on October 14th and 15th. Now you needn’t come to the school to pencil in 
your conference time.  Simply go to our school website (canyonrimacademy.org) and click 
on “parent-teacher conference scheduler” under “announcements” on the lower left 
corner of the home screen.  
  

Forging Ahead!! 

Language Arts 
    We are floating through Tom Sawyer 
and will soon embark upon the final 
project: a shoebox adorned with Mark 
Twain and Tom Sawyer information and 
anecdotes, and filled with items of the 
students’ choosing which remind them of 
the scintillating story.  Students will have 
an active role in determining what is to be 
placed on the outside of the box; they will 
receive a rubric for the assignment in the 
coming week.  The box will be due on the 
Tuesday after fall break, October 22. 
 
 
  

Math 
     In math class, your child will learn 
how to divide with one-digit divisors.  
Learning this skill will require his or her 
understanding in the areas of estimating 
quotients, remainders, connecting 
models and symbols, dividing with one-
digit divisors, and using zeros in 
quotients.  You can expect to see work 
that provides practice in dividing whole 
numbers with one-digit divisors and 
checking the answer with multiplication.  
Your child should continue to practice 
basic facts in multiplication and division. 
 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
occurrence 
embarrass 
occasion 
symmetry 
recommend 
exaggerate 
terrain 
barricade 
alliance 
applaud 
hooray 
opportunity 
opposite 
daughter 
authentic  
awkward 
brought 
because 
species 
division 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:  203.640.3375 

Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 

Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 

 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  symbol 
 
                  parchment   scheme     mutiny 

   novice      skiff     crestfallen  

Upcoming Events 
 
Oct. 8  Book Buzz 
Oct. 10 CRA Open House 
Oct. 14-15 Parent-Teacher Conf. 
Oct. 14-15 Book Fair 
Oct. 17-18 Fall Break 
Oct. 24 Renaissance Faire 
 

Science and Social Studies 
    On October 24 we will hold our first annual 
Fifth Grade Renaissance Faire right here at 
CRA.  We would love to have you participate as 
parent volunteers with our many activities such as 
catapulting and Shakespearean insults.  Please 
contact me if you’d like to don your best robes 
and join us in this memorable afternoon.         
     Do you have attached or unattached earlobes?  
Dimples?  A widow’s peak?  This week students 
will understand that each of these are inherited 
traits as we embark upon our new unit in science:  
Traits and Heredity.  Don’t be surprised if your 
children are checking out YOUR traits!  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website  
(under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the  
end of the year will earn a generous reward!  


