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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    I’m looking forward to meeting with all of you (yes, we have 100% of 
our class parents signed up for our conferences!) on Monday and  
Tuesday of this week for our first Parent Teacher Conference.  Our 
format will be a little different than conferences in the past.  We will  
use this time to get acquainted and determine what your expectations are for you your 
child and myself, as your child’s teacher.  We will explore any needs your child might 
have as well as focus on goals for your child.  This discourse will serve as a foundation to 
our joint effort in supporting your child reach his/her potential in fifth grade. 
    I believe most of you are aware of our focus on current events this year, as in our 
Monday homework reading of current events and our class subscription to the Scholastic 
News.  Last Friday students read an article on the conflict in Syria and the U.S. 
response to the problem.  I found their 10 year-old insights into the problem both 
satisfying and surprising.  Full of practicality and pragmatism, your children quickly 
discovered the moral dilemma as well as the consequences of action.  They understood 
the risk of attacking a country that is in turmoil as well as the inhumanity of Syria’s 
government.  These youngsters are tomorrow’s leaders.  As a teacher I hope to impart 
upon their precious minds the responsibility of critical thinking and compassion.   
   

Full Steam Ahead!! 

Language Arts 
    We are floating through Tom Sawyer 
and will soon embark upon the final 
project: a shoebox adorned with Mark 
Twain and Tom Sawyer information and 
anecdotes, and filled with items of the 
students’ choosing which remind them of 
the scintillating story.  Students will have 
an active role in determining what is to be 
placed on the outside of the box; they will 
receive a rubric for the assignment in the 
coming week.  The box will be due on the 
Thursday after fall break, October 24. 
 
 
  

Math 
     The algorithm for long division can 
be real trouble for some students.  
Unless students understand why they 
are doing the steps (divide, multiply, 
subtract, bring down), performing the 
task simply becomes a practice in rote 
memorization rather than a deeper 
understanding of the process.  We’ve 
been working on the “whys” of the 
process while mastering the algorithm.  
Please continue to work with your 
children at home on this sometimes 
confusing skill.      
 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
there 
their 
they’re 
its 
it’s 
two 
to  
too 
right 
write 
bye by 
ate 
eight 
tale 
tail 
hair 
hare 
sale 
sail 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:  203.640.3375 

Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 

Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 

 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  symbol 
 
                  parchment   scheme     mutiny 

   novice      skiff     crestfallen  

Upcoming Events 
Oct. 14-15 Parent-Teacher Conf. 
Oct. 14-15 Book Fair 
Oct. 14-16 Early Dismissal/1:15 PM 
Oct. 17-18 Fall Break 
Oct. 24 Renaissance Faire 
Oct. 31 Halloween Party & 

Parade 
 

Science and Social Studies 
    On October 24 we will hold our first annual 
Fifth Grade Renaissance Faire right here at 
CRA.  We would love to have you participate as 
parent volunteers with our many activities such as 
catapulting and Shakespearean insults.  Please 
contact me if you’d like to don your best robes 
and join us in this memorable afternoon.         
     As we continue our study of Traits and 
Heredity, I’m hoping to add some visitors to our 
class – mealworms.  I know; I cringe even as I 
type the words.  However, they are a perfect 
hands-on (hopefully not literally!) project for your 
children to discover how parents and offspring 
differ and are alike. 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website  
(under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the  
end of the year will earn a generous reward!  


