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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    I hope everyone had a restful yet fun-filled fall break.  We are so 
very fortunate to live in such beautiful surroundings.  My husband and I 
took advantage of the gorgeous weather and hiked to Lake Solitude from 
Silver Lake.  Stunning is an understatement.  There’s nothing quite like 
fresh mountain air to rejuvenate both body and soul. 
    Thank you to all who attended our Parent-Teacher conferences last week.  I’d be 
interested in your feedback regarding the different format and timing of this year’s 
conferences.  Personally, I think it was beneficial.  I’m grateful to meet with parents 
alone and discuss their concerns and dreams for their children. 
    Please mark your calendar for our first annual Renaissance Faire this coming 
Thursday, October 24!  Through interdisciplinary study including social studies, dance, 
and music, your children have explored the Renaissance era.   
The Renaissance Faire is our culminating event including  
a street fair to which you are invited!  Please join  
us in the multipurpose room on Thursday at 2:30  
to watch your children perform!    
   
  

Full Steam Ahead!! 

Language Arts 
    I shared with most of you my plans to 
implement a new spelling program based 
on word study.  This new approach, based 
on Words Their Way, allows students to 
learn words at their individual level of 
instruction and teaches them how words 
work.  Every week students will receive a 
new word sort.  By studying these word 
sorts, students will learn to sort, compare 
and contrast word features in each 
category, make discoveries, become more 
fluent readers, and increase their 
vocabulary through word meanings.  
Hopefully we’ll begin next week! 
 

Math 
     We are continuing our work on long 
division.  Our unit test for dividing by 
single digit divisors will be this 
Tuesday, October 22.  Students will 
be expected to divide by single digit 
divisors as well as estimate and use 
mental math strategies to divide.  I will 
post a practice test along with an 
answer key on our website tomorrow.  
The practice test is not mandatory, but 
will be helpful in preparing for the exam 
on Tuesday.  As always, practice helps 
our brains grow!   
 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
gestured 
gesturing 
hesitated 
hesitating 
studies 
studying 
prescribed 
prescribing 
skied 
skiing 
lonelier 
loneliest 
friendlier 
friendliest 
cleaner 
cleanest 
angrier 
angriest 
quotient 
instincts 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Cell:  203.640.3375 

Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 

Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 

 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  symbol 
 
                       dandy         ashen          envy 

scandalous      tactic       noble 

Upcoming Events 
 
Oct. 24 Renaissance Faire 
Oct. 31 Halloween  

Parade 8:45 AM 
Party 2:15 PM   

 

Science and Social Studies 
    On October 24 we will hold our first annual 
Fifth Grade Renaissance Faire right here at 
CRA.  We would love to have you participate as 
parent volunteers with our many activities such as 
catapulting and Shakespearean insults.  Please 
contact me if you’d like to don your best robes 
and join us in this memorable afternoon.         
     As we continue our study of Traits and 
Heredity, I’m hoping to add some visitors to our 
class – mealworms.  I know; I cringe even as I 
type the words.  However, they are a perfect 
hands-on (hopefully not literally!) project for your 
children to discover how parents and offspring 
differ and are alike. 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account.  Every time you swipe your 
card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Enter through the CRA Website  
(under quick links) and continue to enhance our budget. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the  
end of the year will earn a generous reward!  


