
 

                     Pier 20 Press 
                                                                                                   Mrs. Jenkins’ Fifth Grade Newsletter 
 

Volume 4 Issue 16 
                                                                                                                                                                     December 15, 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the teacher’s desk…. 
     Every Sunday morning I sit down in front of my computer in my cozy home  
office to plan for the coming school week and to write my weekly parent 
newsletter.  I typically look back at newsletters from years prior to get 
an idea of how I’m faring as far as curriculum progress.  My newsletter from two years ago left 
me feeling saddened and grateful all at the same time.  Two years ago today a mentally 
disturbed young man walked into Sandy Hook Elementary in Newtown, CT and shattered lives.  
The tragedy crumbled me.  We lived in Connecticut.  Our dog came from Newtown.  I am a 
teacher.  I am a mother.  I am a grandmother. 
    Now, two years later, my heart breaks all over again.  At the same time, it makes me grateful 
for my role as a teacher and a parent.  I have the distinct opportunity to influence lives for good.  
I’m grateful that my classroom and our school embrace a culture of love and kindness.  One of 
my favorite quotes about our school came from a  
a student new to our school and school  
culture.  When I asked his mother how 
he was acclimating, she shared what  
he said;  “The kids at this school are 
nicer than those at my last school.  Here, 
they train them to be kind.”        
     

Peace on Ear th                

Language Arts 
    Our budding authors will continue work 
on their “Glowing Pumpkins” book.  Some 
have progressed to entering the text of 
their book to the online site of Student 
Treasures, while others are still finishing up 
their word edition.  This is something that 
students can work on at home as well. 
    We will also sharpen our persuasive 
writing skills by writing 
a persuasive letter 
to Santa.  Watch for 
it to come home!     
 

Math 
     Throughout the next few weeks, our math 
class will study the operations of addition and 
subtraction with fractions.  The students will 
study and learn to identify and apply common 
denominators.  We will begin our this new 
chapter using fraction  
bars. 
    You can expect to  
see homework that  
includes adding and  
subtracting mixed  
numbers. 
 

Stocking Stuffers Ideas 
Dry Erase Markers 

Post-It Notes 
Protractor 

 

 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
 Christmas 
 decorations 
 eggnog 
 elves 
 chimney 
 December 
 gift 
 advent 
 Santa 
 North Pole 
 candle 
 candy cane 
 sleigh 
 mistletoe 
 gingerbread 
 holly 
 light 
 tinsel 
 reindeer 
 present 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cell:  203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  passage 
 
                               chemical change        physical change 
                                   matter           solid          liquid   gas   

 
                                

Upcoming Events 
 
Dec. 17            Orff Program/10:15 AM 
Dec. 17            Esperanza “Avocados” Quiz 
Dec.  19          Secret Santa Party 
Dec. 21-Jan. 5     Winter Break 

Science and Social Studies 
    Last week we created  
    Blobber, a mix of Borax and 
    white glue to show that  
    matter can neither be  
    created nor destroyed. This 
week students will explore the three main physical 
states of matter (solid, liquid, gas) and investigate 
the difference between physical and chemical changes 
with a BUNCH of cool experiments! 
    Marco Polo, Leif Erikson, and Magellan are just a few 
of the explorers that will be highlighted by students in 
a presentation called Prezi.  Students used their 
researching skills to discover important facts about 
the explorers, then took that information an created a 
Prezi about them.  Ask your student who they chose!  
  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar 
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through  
smile.amazon and choose CRA as your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a 
fabulous reward!  


