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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    I like to think of this time of year as the golden era.  Everything seems to fall 
into place (and I’m superstitious enough to be knocking on wood right now…). 
This class is no exception.  In fact, this group is a shining example of how a class 
can come together both academically and socially.  Here’s a little confession.  At 
the beginning of this school year I was worried that I’d lost my teaching mojo.  I just couldn’t 
seem to get a handle on this very diverse group of students.  However, now, so many teaching 
days later, this group has evolved into a most caring, thinking, hardworking group of kiddos.   
    For example, this last week we were doing the morning work, four math questions on the 
board; the 4th one is always kind of tricky.  As the students studied the wording of the problem, 
they realized that the problem was written incorrectly, as some of the numbers just didn’t 
work.  We had an amazingly deep conversation about why the problem was flawed and what 
could be done to make it right.  I glanced back at Mrs. Harris, our aide, and commented on what a 
remarkable group this is.  She agreed…. with tears in her eyes.     
       On another note, I was watching a TED Talks video today, featuring Sir Ken Robinson.  He is 
an educator and author, writes about learning and creativity.  He said something that really 
struck home.  “If you’re not prepared to be wrong, you’ll never come up with anything original”.  
It’s so true!!  Yet, we spend a fair amount of time trying to avoid mistakes!  That thought 
reinforced my thinking about mistakes in our classroom.  In our class we call them fantastic 
moments, because they ARE fantastic – we are learning something new.  In fact, when students 
make a mistake, they raise both hands and holler, “FANTASTIC!” 

Language Arts 
     We had a great start to our “Ode to 
Family Photos” poetry project last week, but 
we’re not quite finished.  So, there is still 
time for you to send photos if you haven’t 
had a chance as of yet.  We’ll use Gary 
Soto’s poem as a template.  Here are a few 
lines from his poem: 
 
Mama was never good at pictures. 
This is a statue of a famous general who lost an arm, 
And this is me with my head cut off. 
This is a trash can chained to a gate, 
This is my father with his eyes half-closed. 

Math   
     As I stated last week, we are now in the 
review portion of the math curriculum.  This 
gives me one more opportunity to work 
individually with students when they seem to 
be missing a concept.  It was interesting last 
week to see how some were unsure where to 
put a decimal when adding or subtracting, 
because they were using what they knew 
about multiplying decimals – two completely 
different concepts.   
This week we will review dividing decimals, 
fractions, and graphing.    
 

Happy Spring!              
 



 

 
 
 

 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 
  
 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cell:  203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  passage 

natural magnet        permanent magnet                      
temporary magnet          attract         repel   
 
                                

Upcoming Events 
 
Apr. 29       Magnet Test 
Apr. 30      Tom Sawyer Quiz 
May 5         Birthday Book Club 
May 5 – May 21    SAGE Testing 
May 11     Parent Participation in Music 
 
 

Science  
     We will finish up our magnets unit this week with our 
unit test on Wednesday.  Through discovery learning, 
students have learned about the attractive and 
repulsive properties of magnets, electromagnets and 
the earth’s magnetic field.   
    The earth has a huge magnetic field because the 
inner core of our planet is filled with molten iron and 
the outer core is a combination of iron, nickel and 
sulfur.  This magnetic field protects the Earth from 
solar wind and cosmic rays. 
When you look at tiny magnets,  
they are working in a similar way.   
The magnet has a field  
around it that can be seen 
in the the patterns  
of iron filings.  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar 
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through  
smile.amazon and choose CRA as your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a 
fabulous reward!  

Yellow 
bookcase 
lighthouse 
snowman 
headache 
downhill 
headphone 
downstairs 
headfirst 
bookmark 
snowflake 
downtown 
daylight 
flashlight 
bookworm 
downpour 
snowstorm 
headlight 
cookbook 
scrapbook 
sunlight 
countdown 
snowplow 
headstrong 
lightweight 
 
 
 
 

Green 
prepare 
foretell 
postpone 
afternoon 
predict 
foreman 
postwar 
prefix 
preface 
forward 
postseason 
afterthought 
prehistoric 
forefathers 
postdate 
aftertaste 
precede 
foresight 
posttest 
preseason 
preposition 
forethought 
afterword 
prewar 
 
 
 
 

Blue 
inspection 
export 
conform 
deformed 
perspective 
portable 
retrospect 
import 
format 
formation 
spectator 
transport 
inspector 
reporter 
reform 
transform 
prospect 
important 
spectacular 
support 
aspect 
prospector 
portfolio 
 
 
 


