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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Welcome back to a new and exciting school year at Canyon Rim Academy! 
I am thrilled to be part of such an outstanding organization and look 
forward to a year filled with wonder and learning with your child.  This will be my 
fifth year at CRA and I’m planning on making our best yet.  Teaching is my 
passion; I can hardly wait to get to know your enchanting children and help move them forward 
on their academic, social, and emotional paths. 
    Our room has been transformed into Pier 20, complete with nautical signal flags, starfish, 
and lobster buoys as we sail into 5th Grade.  Our curriculum this year will be built around the 
Common Core and Core Knowledge.  The Common Core standards are consistent and clear, and 
are designed to be robust and relevant to the real world.  Core Knowledge is an inter-
disciplinary approach to a rich and holistic education.  It’s exciting and rigorous all at the 
same time. 
    I’m hopeful that parents will become involved in our learning this year.  It’s a meaningful way 
to stay connected with your child and increase your child’s learning and achievement.  I can’t 
wait to meet all of you at Parent Information Meeting on Thursday,  August 27!    

Welcome Back! 

Reading 
    It’s an exciting year in the Reading 
Marina in for Pier 20!  We will be reading a 
selection of novels including “Esperanza 
Rising” and “Tom Sawyer”.  Students will 
be taking these books home each night 
for their assigned reading.  We will 
deconstruct the writing the next day in a 
deep examination of the writing style, 
various uses of writing technique, and 
comprehension.  In addition, students will 
read an independent reading book of their 
choice.  Our current read-aloud book will 
be “Wonder”, an extraordinary book about 
acceptance and empathy, and the winner 
of several awards.   

Math 
    Throughout the next couple of weeks, our 
math class will be learning about place value, 
number propert ies , and numer ical  
expressions.  Students will recognize that in a 
multi-digit number, a digit in one place 
represents 10 times as much as it represents 
in the place to its right and 1/10 of what it 
represents in the place to its left.   We will also 
learnt to multiply by 1- and 2-digit numbers.   
    You can expect to see homework that 
requires students to write and evaluate 
numerical expressions.  For example, the 
statement, “We bought a case of 24 water 
bottles and have used 13 bottle” can be 
represented by the expression 24-13. 
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Important Contact Information 
 
Email :  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  alternative 

 trait         learned behavior      genetics 
          base     heredity       period                                         

Upcoming Events 
Aug. 27    Parent Information Meeting 
     7:00 PM 
Aug. 25-28   Early Dismissal/1:15 
Sept.  7    Labor Day – No School 
Sept.  4    Welcome Back Assembly 
Sept.  14-18    Green Ribbon Week 
 

Science and Social Studies 
    Traits and heredity will be our first unit in science.  
Students will be learning about inherited traits – 
think widow’s peak or cleft chin – and inherited 
adaptations.  As part of our unit, we will have the 
opportunity to visit the Natural History Museum 
including a hands-on lab experience studying traits 
and heredity! 
     We will be traveling back in time to the era of the 
Bard and da Vinci as we begin our study of the 
Renaissance and Reformation.  This is a rich and 
fascinating area of study that is so relevant to our 
ideas concerning creativity, innovation, and 
independent thinking.  We will culminate this unit with 
our Renaissance Faire.  
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:   Ask Customer Service to add CRA to your account using this bar 
code.  Every time you swipe your card your children get more advantages! 
Amazon:   Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through  
smile.amazon and choose CRA as your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a 
fabulous reward!  


