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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    We’re ready to dive headlong into our learning this week, lucky to enjoy full days 
together.  I need to express to you how impressed I am with this new group of 
scholars.  While I understand that there is a honeymoon period of sorts at the  
beginning of every new school year when students show their best behavior,  
your children seriously knocked it out of the park last week.  I wouldn’t expect behavior like theirs 
until at least a couple months into the school year.  They are way ahead of the curve.  It’s a good 
batch! ☺ 
     Summertime offers me the opportunity to reflect upon my prior teaching year and determine 
how I can alter and refine my teaching practices as I aim to become a more effective teacher.  I’m 
kind of a research a geek.  In my meanderings I found that among school-related factors (such as 
class size, finances, school), teachers and their instructional approach matter most.  With an 
effective math teacher, students gain 40% more in in their learning than they could with a poorly 
performing math teacher. 
    It is my goal to be that teacher for your child.  I recognize that all students come to me at 
different levels.  My goal is to increase the learning level in every child, no matter where the 
student is when he/she walks into my classroom.  And, even more than that, I want that student 
to learn how to be successful in every situation – home, school, and community.  

UnderWay !! 

Reading 
    Prior to going deep with our spelling 
and reading, we will be building a 
foundation to which your child’s new 
learning will attach.  Spell ing this year 
will be based on Greek and Latin roots 
and parts of speech.  Before we begin our 
spelling program, students are learning 
how to identify different parts of speech 
and then use a code of sorts to diagram 
sentences.  For example, a black triangle 
above a words means that word is a 
noun.   
    Additionally, before jumping into our 
reading and study of Esperanza 
Rising  students will learn about all 
figurative speech such as metaphors, 
similes, personification, and such.   

Math 
    We will continue to work on numeration and 
place value this week, including decimal place 
value.  You can enrich your child’s learning at home 
by reminding them that our money system is a 
base-10 number system, just like the system we 
use in math class.  If you think of a one-dollar bill 
as a whole, a dime is 1/10 of the whole and a 
penny is 1/100 of the whole; dimes fall in  
the tenths place and pennies fall in the  
hundredths place. 
    Additionally I will introduce your children to 
exponents.  In 5th grade students only learn 
about exponents with a base 
of 10, thus we’ll explore 
100, 101, 102, and so on. 
100 = 1 
101 = 10 
102 = 10 x 10 = 100 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spell ing 
Words 

 
its 
it’s 
there 
their 
they’re 
your 
you’re 
to 
too 
two 
we’re 
were 
chief 
chef 
then 
than 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email :  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  alternative 

 trait         learned behavior      genetics 
          base     heredity       period                                         

Upcoming Events 
Sept.  2     Class Parent Planning/ 3:30 
Sept.  4           Welcome Back Assembly  9 AM 
Sept.  7    Labor Day – No School 
Sept.  8-11       Specialty Classes Begin 
Sept.  14-18    Green Ribbon Week 
Sept.  18    CRA Carnival 
 

Science and Social Studies 
    Traits and heredity will be our first unit in science.  
Students will be learning about inherited traits – think 
widow’s peak or cleft chin – and inherited adaptations.  As 
part of our unit, we will have the opportunity to visit the 
Natural History Museum including a hands-on lab 
experience studying traits and heredity! 
 
     We will be traveling back in time to the era of the Bard 
and da Vinci as we begin our study of the Renaissance and 
Reformation.  This is a rich and fascinating area of study 
that is so relevant to our ideas concerning creativity, 
innovation, and independent thinking.  We will culminate 
this unit with our Renaissance Faire.  
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:   Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will 
have an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:   Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose 
CRA as your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a 
fabulous reward!  


