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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable Labor Day holiday.  It’s kind of nice to 
have a long weekend as all of us adjust to the new schedule of the school year. 
We celebrated the 87th birthday of my father on Sunday.  I feel so incredibly 
fortunate that he is still in my life and grateful for all of his influence for good. 
    I cannot begin to express how important it is for parents to be involved in their child’s life and 
education.  Decades of research show that when parents are involved students have higher 
grades, test scores, and graduation rates; better school attendance; increased motivation, 
better self-esteem; lower rates of suspension; decreased use of drugs and alcohol; fewer 
instances of violent behavior.  The more parents participate in schooling, in a sustained way, at 
every level – in advocacy, decision-making and oversight roles, as fundraisers and booster, as 
volunteers and as home teachers, the better for student achievement.  Thank you for all you do 
for your child.  It makes an enormous difference. 
     Finally, last week we started Core Knowledge with Miss Susan.  Susan Swidnicki, a musician and 
teacher, spends 45 minutes a week with our class in two 9-week intervals to enrich our 
curriculum through drama, dance, and music.  This first interval we will be studying the 
Renaissance, which will culminate in a Renaissance Faire! 
 

UnderWay !! 

Reading 
    As we look forward to reading “Esperanza 
Rising” we are building background 
information of the setting, both historically 
and geographically, of the novel. 
    Just as we do in math, if we desire the 
content of the reading to stay in long-term 
memory, it’s important for students to have 
some “anchors” in their brains before reading 
a novel.  Thus, when they read something 
new, they have a place in their brain to which 
they can attach the new information. 
    Students have been reading about the 
geography of Aguascalientes, the town in 
Mexico where the story takes place, and they 
will watch a video about the Mexican 
Revolution and read about the Great 
Depression. 

Math 
    We will build upon our practice of place value 
as we launch further into multiplication.  As I 
tell your children almost daily, real learning 
cannot take place if there is nothing to 
attach it to in the brain.  This is one of the 
very physical aspects of learning.  Thus, I will 
ask your children to turn on their “anchor 
cells” in their brain this week, remembering 
what they know about place value and anchor 
some new information about multiplication to 
those cells.  Watch for work showing the 
relationship between  
multiplication and  
division and numerical 
expressions.  Please, 
please take 5-10  
minutes with your child 
as they do their homework. 
 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spell ing 
Words 

sale 
sail 
sell 
cell 
bear 
bare 
buy 
by 
dear 
deer 
for 
four 
flower 
flour 
here 
hear 
hole 
whole 
knight 
night 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email :  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  alternative 

 trait         learned behavior      genetics 
          base     heredity       period                                         

Upcoming Events 
Sept.  7    Labor Day – No School 
Sept.  7           Happy Birthday, Sloane! 
Sept.  11     First Day of Specials 
Sept.  8-11       Specialty Classes Begin 
Sept.  14-18    Green Ribbon Week 
Sept.  18    CRA Carnival 
 

Science and Social Studies 
    As we continue our study of Traits and Heredity, I’m 
hoping to add some visitors to our class – mealworms.  I 
know; I cringe even as I type the word.  However, they are a 
perfect hands-on (hopefully not literally!) project for your 
children to discover how parents and offspring differ and are 
alike. 
 
     In preparation for this week’s lesson on the Medici family 
of Florence, I watched a PBS documentary.  Oh my.  I never 
imagined the influence this family had not  
only over the city of Florence, but also the  
region, the religion, and the entire Renaissance!   
This week students will come to understand  
just what it meant to be a Medici.     

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:   Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will 
have an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:   Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose 
CRA as your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a 
fabulous reward!  


