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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    This week will be the FIRST week of our regular school schedule, meaning that 
students will attend specials, the computer lab, and the library.  Our specials 
schedule is PE, ORFF Music, and Art, which will be taught each Monday from  
8:45-11:15.   Computer lab, taught by Mrs. Garrett will be each Tuesday at 10:30 and library, 
hosted by Miss Liz is each Wednesday at 10:30.   I’m sure it’s not lost on you that the offering of 
these rich experiences is one of the many characteristics that sets CRA apart from most 
schools.  I like to think of our approach as whole child education or holistic education.  We 
integrate ALL aspects of learning and education. 
    Green Ribbon Week begins this week as well.  We will be focusing on pedestrian safety.  Students 
will make a pledge to be safe with you and the school on Monday, followed by fun daily activities all 
week long.    
    Finally, we’re looking forward to our school carnival this Friday.  The PTO is approaching the 
Carnival I little differently this year…and it think it will full of fun!  Watch for flyers coming home 
with your child regarding the activities, etc.  Our class will be running  
a cotton candy booth!  Rebecca Russell, our head room parent will be  
organizing the event and asking for volunteers and donations.   
I’m hoping to bring some of my grandchildren!  Hope to see you there. 

UnderWay !! 

Reading 
    We will begin our reading groups this week, 
thanks to a bunch of parent volunteers!  
Thank you, Catherine Arveseth, Jennifer 
Sundberg, Ruth Hadlock, Denise Jordan, 
Melinda Sorensen, Cristy Powell, and Mandy 
Wood!  Our reading groups focus  
on nonfiction reading compre- 
hension.    One reason reading  
nonfiction may be so important is that it 
helps students develop their background 
knowledge, which itself accounts for as much 
as 33 percent of the variance in student 
achievement.  Additionally, researches have 
noted one other benefit of nonfiction reading:  
the potential to motivate young children to 
read by tapping into their interests.  This 
may, in fact, be the most important insight 
to gleaned from research. 
 

Math 
    We’ll finish up our first chapter in math this 
week, with a test on Thursday.  I imagine some 
of you might have been scratching your head 
when you saw some of the homework last 
week.  It was different, to say the least.  
Drawing an area model to represent division is 
a novel idea.  However, it seemed to click with 
most students… perhaps even all!  Activities 
such a modeling deepens students’ 
understanding of numbers and number bonds 
and relationships.  Helping students gain this 
this deeper understanding that is one of my 
goals as their teacher this year.  And who 
knows?  Parents  
might just learn  
a new trick or two!! 
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This Week’s Spell ing 
Words 

centipede 
manual 
pedal 
podium 
manage 
pedestrian 
tripod 
mandate 
peddle 
pedometer 
podiatrist 
manuscript 
manufacture 
maneuver 
expedition 
 
 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email :  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  alternative 

 trait         learned behavior      genetics 
          base     heredity       period                                         

Upcoming Events 
 
Sept.  8-11       Specialty Classes Begin 
Sept.  14-18    Green Ribbon Week 
Sept.  17       Math Test 
Sept.  17          Constitution Day 
Sept.  18    CRA Carnival  5-8 pm 
 

Science and Social Studies 
    Last Friday those students who earned Fun Friday 
participated in a fun and engaging learning activity in which 
they “designed a dog” using a very simplistic idea of DNA.  
It’s interesting that even in this simplified simulation, none 
of the resulting dogs looked alike!  This week students will 
continue their learning of traits and heredity when they 
research how parents and offspring are alike and different. 
 
     September 17 is Constitution Day, celebrating the day 
that our own Constitution was signed in 1787.  We will 
celebrate that important day with a visitor, Brian 
Rothschild, an attorney with Parsons, Behle & Latimer.   The 
Utah Bar Association offers this service pro bono so 
students can learn of the history and importance of this 
national treasure.  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:   Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will 
have an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:   Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose 
CRA as your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a 
fabulous reward!  


