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From the teacher’s desk…. 
        I hope all of you had a chance to enjoy our annual school carnival on Friday.   
each year our new PTO Board adds their own touch to this tradition and the 
carnival just seems to get better and better!  It’s hard to believe that just a few  
years back Canyon Rim was an abandoned school.  Last Friday it was brimming with life and 
vitality.  Thank you to all who made this happen; it is love in action.  It’s an honor to be a small part 
of such an astounding endeavor. 
    We’ve just finished our fourth week together in Pier 20 and I believe students are beginning to 
understand the protocol and procedures of our class.  I believe they have noticed, and perhaps 
communicated to you, the high level of expectations I have for the students in my class.  One 
consistent finding of academic research is that high expectations are the most reliable driver of 
high student achievement, even in students who do have a history of successful achievement.  
Much of the this research has been conducted to test, confirm, or debunk the famous “Pygmalion” 
study in which teachers were told that randomly selected groups of students had been proven 
through testing to be on the brink of great academic gains.  Those groups of randomly selected 
students in fact outperformed other randomly selected groups whose teacher had not been led 
to expect great things, presumably because of those expectations.  I begin the school year seeing 
each student to be on the brink of great academic gains.   And I believe it will happen.    

Full Steam Ahead!! 
 

Language Arts 
    This week we will finish up the background 
information for our first novel, Esperanza 
Rising.  We have spent the last four weeks 
“frontloading” important information before 
we begin reading.  
    For example, students have learned about 
the setting of the novel, Aguascalientes.  
This week they will learn more about the time 
period in which the novel took place, the time 
following the Mexican Revolution and during 
the Great Depression.  Additionally, 
students will learn about figurative  
language – mostly similes and  
metaphors.  We will read a variety of  
picture books in which figurative 
language is used, such as  
The Giving Tree, and Owl Moon. 
 

Math 
    During the next few weeks, our math class 
will be learning about dividing three-and four-
digit whole numbers.  We will also learn how to 
interpret remainders. 
    You can expect to see homework that 
provides practice with division of three- and 
four-digit dividends by one- and two-digit 
divisors. 
 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spell ing 
Words 

 duet 
uniform 
reunite 
monotone 
bifocal 
unison 
bisect 
duplex 
unique 
universe 
dialogue 
duplicate 
monologue 
bicentennial 
unified 
 
 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email :  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  passage 

 trait         learned behavior      genetics 
          base     heredity       period                                         

Upcoming Events 
 
Sept.  28    Happy Birthday,  Evan! 
 
Oct.  12-13  Parent Teacher Conference 
 
Oct.  15-16  Fall  Break  

Science and Social Studies 
    Last week students found a surprise on a few desks.  
Planted in each of 6 bowls of pebbles were two bulbs.  No one 
really knows just what these bulbs will grow into.  The 
guesses have ranged from a scallion to a flower.  Over the 
next few weeks students will make scientific observations of 
the bulbs, recording the growth and sketching the changes 
they see.  (Please don’t help them in their guesses…. ;-)  
    Leonardo da Vinci will be the subject of a reading packet 
that students will bring home on Monday and Tuesday in 
preparation for our da Vinci lesson on Wednesday.  Using the 
information students gleaned from their reading, they will 
create da Vinci’s resume.  Da Vinci is considered the first 
Renaissance Man, an individual of unquenchable curiosity and 
feverishly inventive imagination. 
  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:   Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will 
have an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:   Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose 
CRA as your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a 
fabulous reward!  


