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From the teacher’s desk…. 
        I can hardly believe that our first Parent-Teacher Conference is just around 
the corner!!  Conferences will be held on Monday and Tuesday of our Fall Break week, 
October 12th and 13th, from 2:20 – 7:00 PM.  As we have done the last couple of  
years, scheduling will be done though the CRA website.  Simply go to our school website 
(canyonrimacademy.org) and click on “parent-teacher conference scheduler”.  You will see all of the 
times available for our conferences on Monday and Tuesday, October 12th and 13th.  
     You might have noticed that just like the last couple of years, our first conference dates are 
earlier, rather than at the end of the first term.  As a school community we’ve decided that this first 
conference will be more about what you wish for your student rather than what your student has 
accomplished so far.  I have had sufficient time with your student to get to know them, understand 
their strengths and challenge areas, and get a sense of what I believe I can expect of them.  We will 
take this time to discuss various matters such as your expectations for your child, your goals for 
your child, your child’s special talents, gifts, and interests that I should keep in mind.  A growing body 
of evidence suggests that family engagement matters for student success.  Research shows that 
family engagement improves student achievement and social skills.  I’m hopeful that we will have 
100% participation as we reach for the stars with your children.     
  

Forging Ahead!! 
 

Language Arts 
    I am so pleased with the reading growth I’ve 
seen since we started reading groups!  F irst,  
thank you to our parent volunteers!  
We have seven moms who come in to 
guide our groups.  I couldn’t do this without 
their support.  We hold reading groups three 
times a week, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday.  Each week students read a social 
studies passage, a science passage, and Time 
for Kids (which you so generously funded!).  
Students are learning how to read closely and 
carefully, increasing their comprehension and 
challenging them to think deeply about what 
they are reading.  They are also learning the 
importance of highlighting important 
information to they can easily summarize 
what they have read.    
 

Math 
   We have begun our second chapter in our math 
studies, division.   Long division can be one of 
the most difficult concepts for students to 
master.  I’ve reflected long and hard as to how I 
can best teach this concept while retaining the 
meaning of what long division means.  Just like 
all of you, I learned long division by using the 
algorithm, Divide, Multiply, Subtract, Bring 
Down.  While this is effective and will result in 
the correct answer if the math is done 
correctly, the algorithm offers no math sense 
to the student as to what she/he is actually 
doing.  Yes, it’s faster.  However isn’t based on 
any deeper math concepts.  For those students 
who haven’t mastered the algorithm, you will 
notice that their work looks a little different.  
Please be patient and know that it’s a good 
thing.  ☺ 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spell ing 
Words 

Greek & Latin Root:  
tri, quad, quint, pent 
 
trident 
trilogy 
pentagon 
tricycle 
triad 
triangle 
quadrant 
quartet 
quintet 
triathlon 
quadruple 
triceps 
quadriceps 
tripod 
quadrilateral 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email :  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  passage 

 trait         learned behavior      genetics 
          base     heredity       period                                         

Upcoming Events 
 
Sept.  28    Happy Birthday,  Evan! 
Oct.  6        F ield Trip 
                 Natural History Museum 
Oct.  12-13  Parent Teacher Conference/ 
                 Book Fair 
Oct.  15-16  Fall  Break  

Science and Social Studies 
    We will continue with our study of genetics this week as we 
take a look at Gregor Mendel and his observations and 
discoveries with his pea plants at St. Thomas’s Abby in the 
Czech Republic in the nineteenth century.  Students will 
have an opportunity to use the Punnet Square as they 
predict which traits will become visible in offspring. 
    We will look further into the works of Leonardo da Vinci 
this work when students will create a résumé of da Vinci 
based on their reading from last week.  Included in the 
resume will be some of da Vinci’s  
greatest works, from the Mona Lisa  
to his inventions.  On Friday, students  
will have a chance to create their own  
modern-day inventions as an answer  
to some of our modern-day needs. 
  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:   Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will 
have an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:   Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose 
CRA as your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a 
fabulous reward!  


