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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Students will don their (imaginary) lab coats on Tuesday as we travel up to our 
fall-colored foothills to the Natural History Museum of Utah, sitting beautifully  
above the University of Utah.   This is an annual event for 5th grade that corresponds  
with our current topic of study for science:  Traits and Heredity.   On the top floor of the museum is a 
well-appointed lab where students have the opportunity to become scientists and they use their 
observation and deduction skills to form hypotheses about why plants and animals have certain traits 
and behaviors.  This year the museum is hosting a special exhibit:  Birds of Paradise:  Amazing Avian 
Evolution.  Found only in Papua New Guinea and parts of Australia, birds of paradise are a case study in 
the power of evolution.  I know I can’t wait! 
    I hope most of you have accessed the parent-teacher conference scheduler found on the school 
website.   Conferences will be held on Monday and Tuesday of our Fall Break week, 
October 12th and 13th, from 2:20 – 7:00 PM.   This beginning of year conference will focus on the gifts 
and challenges that your child brings to Canyon Rim Academy.  Unlike the conference held in February, I’d 
like to visit with you, as concerned parents and others, without your child.  We will be discussing what I’ve 
observed in the classroom so far and melding that with what you know about your child.  Together, we’ll 
begin to map out a route for success for your child.  I’m looking forward to being with you! 
 
 

Forging Ahead!! 
 

Language Arts 
    Good writing involves putting on paper what you 
see in your head.  Students will use this strategy 
this week when they write a short essay on their 
invention.  As many of you know, we, as a school, use 
a very systematic approach to writing and 
highlighting non-fiction text.  Students work with 
topic and conclusions, big ideas and details.  
Students will use this organization template to 
write about the invention they created last Friday.  
Since the students  
worked in  
teams, it will be  
interesting to  
compare what  
they all write… 
…It’s kind of  
like the blind  
men and the  
elephant.! 
 

Math 
   Long division will continue to be our area of 
focus this week, culminating with a chapter test 
next week.  I know you’ve seen all sorts of 
permutations of the standard long division 
algorithm coming home that might have left you 
cursing the Common Core, or me!  It is different 
than we learned as kids.  I’ve certainly changed 
my thoughts!  However, I am sold on the 
approach we’ve taken.  As we moved into double 
digit division last week I was surprised and 
gratified when I saw students choosing an 
approach to long division that works best for 
them.  I think students might have been using 
three different approaches last 
Thursday….and they all work!  When students 
can approach a problem using a variety of 
strategies, they are demonstrating their firm 
knowledge of number sense.  It’s exciting! 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
 

Greek & Latin Roots: 
deca – ten 

deci – one tenth 
cent-hundred, hundredth 

 
decimal 
decade 
percent 
century 
centimeter 
percentage 
cent 
centennial 
decibel 
centenarian 
decameter 
centipede 
December 
decathlon 
decagon 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email :  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  passage 
 

 trait         learned behavior      genetics 
          base     heredity       period                                         

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Oct. 6                Field Trip:  Natural History Museum 
Oct. 12-16   Early Dismissal: 1:15 
Oct. 12-13   Parent Teacher Conference/ 
                             Book Fair 
Oct. 15-16   Fall Break  

Science and Social Studies 
Are our behaviors learned or inherited?  This week students 
will approach the question as it relates to them and their 
families.  While many are a mixture of both, humans have very 
few behaviors that are 100% inherited. Think of newborns 
grasping or sucking, those two behaviors are strictly 
inherited or innate.  This students will learn to differentiate 
between the two.  
    It was an invention jamboree on Friday in Pier 20.  
Students were remarkably engaged as they created squirrel 
traps, toothpaste squeezers, and automatic cereal pourers.  
I was so busy making smoothies and 
admiring  their ingenious creations  
that I didn’t get a chance to take  
photos!  Thank you for your donations! 
   
  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will have 
an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose CRA as 
your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a fabulous 
reward!  


