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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Thank you to EVERYONE who joined me for Parent Teacher Conference 
last week.  Yes, everyone came…we had 100% participation.  I am so grateful for 
that time to sit with you as we plan for your child’s success.  I gleaned much as we  
shared what we know about these students, knowing that together we can work towards a positive 5th 
grade year.  
    As a class and as a grade, we have been working hard to learn social-emotional skills.  An essential part 
of teaching in my classroom is teaching empathy.  Empathy starts with putting yourself in someone 
else’s shoes – a key step in understanding perspectives that differ from your own.  This isn’t just a nice 
thing to do; it’s an essential, active skill.  It’s foundational to embracing differences, building 
relationships, gaining a global perspective, conducting richer and deep analysis, and communicating more 
effectively.  Like a muscle, empathy gets stronger and stronger with practice and can be developed by 
and grade school students.  This is the muscle that allows you to stand up for something, not just stand 
by.  I'm hopeful that you’ll see some changes in your child at home. 
    Finally, please mark your calendar for Friday, October 30 for our Halloween Parade!  Students will 
strut their stuff beginning at 8:45.  Rebecca Russell has planned a spectacularly spooky party following 
the parade.  Thank you to her, and all who have graciously given of their time and means to support these 
kiddos! 
 
Language Arts 
    Finally, finally we will be starting Esperanza Rising 
this week!  It has been long in coming as we build 
considerable background knowledge before we 
started the novel.  We all, whether a toddler or a 
centenarian, bring diverse bits of background 
knowledge – consciously or unconsciously to every 
subsequent experience, and we use them to 
connect or anchor new information to old.  In Pier 
20 I explicitly tell the students when they are 
activating their brain anchors or sticky cells.  
Background knowledge is an essential component in 
learning because it helps us make sense of new 
ideas and experiences.    
   Background knowledge for this novel  
included study of the Mexican region that  
is the setting for the novel, the Mexican  
Revolution, and The Great Depression.   
Now we’re off and running! 
   

Math 
   Students finished most of their long division 
test last Wednesday, and will fully complete it 
on Monday.  From what I’ve seen, students are 
performing better than I expected!.....which is 
always a pleasant surprise.  Watch for the 
completed and graded test to be coming home 
for a signature – then to be returned to school. 
    Throughout the next couple of weeks, our 
math class will be naming, comparing, ordering, 
and rounding decimals through thousandths.  
We will also be adding and subtracting 
decimals through hundredths. 
    You can expect to see homework that 
includes adding and subtracting decimals 
through hundredths. 
 

 

Casting Off! 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
Greek & Latin Roots: 

bon – good, well 
bene – good, well 

mal – bad, ill, wrong 
 
bonus 
dismal 
malady 
bonanza 
bonbon 
malaria 
benefit 
malpractice 
benign 
pro bono 
beneficial 
malnutrition 
malicious 
benevolent 
bona fide 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email :  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  passage 
 

 trait         learned behavior      genetics 
          base     heredity       period                                         

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Oct. 20              Author Assembly 
Oct. 26-30     Red Ribbon Week 
Oct. 30              Halloween Parade/Party   8:45 
Nov. 5                 Renaissance Faire/ 2:30 
Nov. 23-27     Thanksgiving Break 

Science and Social Studies 
    Students will understand that traits are passed from 
parent organisms to their offspring, and that sometimes 
the offspring may possess variations of these traits that 
may help or hinder survival in a given environment. Consider 
the snowshoe rabbit and the jackrabbit.  Each is adapted to 
their specific environment to impact their survival.   We will 
study both structural and behavioral adaptations.     
     One of the many perks of being a classroom teacher in a 
self-contained classroom (a classroom where all core 
subjects are taught) is the opportunity interdisciplinary 
teaching, when skills in more than one discipline are taught 
simultaneously.  We do this every week in Reading Groups.  
This week we’ll continue our study of da Vinci and The Last 
Supper, crossing social studies and reading.  Additionally, 
students are learning about The Last Supper in art! 
  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will have 
an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose CRA as 
your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a fabulous 
reward!  


