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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    It will be an exciting day on Friday as we don our costumes for the annual Halloween  
Parade led by Miss Merry,   The parade starts at 8:45,so have your children come to  
school dressed in their costumes.  We’ll enjoy our fun-filled Halloween party at 11:00, 
generously hosted by our room parents and led by Rebecca Russell. Thank you to all who make our 
experience here at CRA so enriching and welcoming! 
    Please mark your calendar for our annual Renaissance Faire to be held on 
Thursday, November 5.  Students will have an opportunity to dress as fair 
maidens and gentlemen as they partake in Renaissance activities to include 
catapult making, painting the Mona Lisa, and building Renaissance architecture 
We will have a parent informance (performance and information!) that afternoon 
at 2:30, led by our Core Knowledge teacher, Miss Susan.  We are anxious to show you all that we 
have learned!  
    Finally, we’ll be celebrating Red Ribbon Week this week.  The Red Ribbon serves as a catalyst to 
mobilize communities to educate youth and encourage participation in drug prevention activities.  In 
doing so, students are urged to show their support:  Monday: wear as much red as possible while still 
maintaining the dress code (red socks are OK).  Tuesday: crazy socks.  Wednesday: wear your 
favorite sports jersey.  Thursday: wear bright or neon colors (still wearing dress code). ☺   

Language Arts 
    This illustration comes from a  
book by Chris Van Allsburg  
which begins with a fictional  
editor’s note of an encounter  
between a book editor and an  
author and illustrator named  
Harris Burdick, why says he has 14 stories that 
he has written; he has brought one picture from 
each story with a caption.  He leaves with a 
promise to deliver the complete manuscripts if 
the editor chooses to buy the books.  He never 
returns and was never seen again.  Readers are 
challenged to imagine their own stories based on 
the images in the book. 
  This week students will try their hand at writing 
a story based upon this one illustration.  Watch 
for your child’s writing to come home! 
 
   

Math 
   We will continue our study of decimals this 
week, modeling addition and subtraction and 
estimating sums of decimals.  We are using 
base 10 blocks once again for modeling.  As a 
way to keep you in the loop as to how these 
modeling concepts are taught, I will post the 
reteaching pages on our class website 
(homework page).  That way if your student 
has some gaps in his/her learning, you can use 
these for reference so you can see how the 
lesson was taught.  
   When using base-10 blocks with decimals, 
we use the large block 
(flat) to represent 
a whole, the rod (long) 
to represent 0.1 and  
the single to represent  
0.01. 
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This Week’s Spelling Words 
Greek & Latin Roots: 

cycl – circle, ring 
orb – circle, sphere 

circum – around, about 
circ – around, about 

circle 
recycle 
orbit 
circular 
cyclone 
circumvent 
circulation 
encircle 
Cyclops 
circuit 
circumnavigate 
circumference 
unicycle 
cyclical 
circumstances 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email :  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  passage 
 

 trait         learned behavior      genetics 
          base     heredity       period                                         

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Oct. 26-30     Red Ribbon Week 
Oct. 30              Halloween Parade/Party          
                                8:45/11:00 
Nov. 5                 Renaissance Faire/ 2:30 
Nov. 23-27     Thanksgiving Break 

Science and Social Studies 
    Through a hands-on activity, students will learn how 
organisms use their special structures for a survival 
advantage in a particular environment.  For example, the fur 
of some animals keeps a layer of warm air close to the body 
and oils from plants such as poison ivy irritate the skin.  We’ll 
discover how butterflies use their special structures in 
order to survive! 
     Brunelleschi will be our subject of study this week in Social 
Studies. Born in 1377 in Florence, Italy, Filippo Brunelleschi 
was an architect and engineer, and one of the pioneers of 
early Renaissance architecture in Italy.  He was the first 
modern engineers and innovative problem solver, building his 
major work, the dome of the Cathedral of Santa Maris del 
Fiore (the Duomo) in Florence, with the aid of machines that 
he invented specifically for the project. 
  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will have 
an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose CRA as 
your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a fabulous 
reward!  


