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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    How can it be that November has already arrived?  It seems that we’ve 
just gotten a good start to the school year, and here we are, almost one-third of  
the way through!  Thus, report cards will be coming out in a couple of weeks, as  
well as our first REACH Award Ceremony.  Your children have been working  
particularly hard; I know their hard work will reflect in their report cards.     
    Please mark your calendar for our annual Renaissance Faire to be held on 
Thursday, November 5.  Students will have an opportunity to dress as fair 
maidens and gentlemen as they partake in Renaissance activities to include 
catapult making, painting the Mona Lisa, and building Renaissance architecture 
We will have a parent informance (performance and information!) that afternoon 
at 2:30, led by our Core Knowledge teacher, Miss Susan.  We are anxious to show you all that we 
have learned!  
    Tomorrow is our kick-off for CRA’s major fundraiser, our Read-A-Thon.  For the next two weeks, 
students will have the opportunity to read AND raise much-needed money for our school.  A note will 
come home today with instructions on how to access your child’s account online.  This is a 
tremendous opportunity for family and friends to support your child and Canyon Rim academy as we 
strive to be the best we can be.  
 
Language Arts 
     We are moving forward with Esperanza Rising, 
going deep and making connections as we read 
this heartfelt and well-written novel.  Last week 
we had a 45 minute discussion on one page alone, 
a page that only quoted two parables:  “He who 
falls today may rise tomorrow” and  “The rich person 
is richer when he becomes poor, than the poor 
person when he becomes rich.”  Students made all 
kinds of very accurate predictions about what 
the book was going to be about as well as making 
very touching connections to events in their own 
lives.  When students make these kind of 
connections, the story becomes a part of their 
working memory; they physically make a neural 
connection in their brain that makes sense to 
them.  As a teacher, it was incredibly gratifying to 
watch as they went deep into the story, 
exercising all kinds of thinking skills. 

 

Math 
   This is our final week studying the addition 
and subtraction of decimals.  Most students 
are progressing on mastering the concepts 
fairly easily as we connected the new learning 
to their prior knowledge of adding and  
subtracting whole numbers.  One of the major 
points of adding and subtracting decimals is 
the connection of decimals to money.  
Students have learned 
that a penny is equal 
to 0.01, a dime is 
equal to 0.1, and a dollar 
is equal to 1.0.   
The chapter  
test will be next Tuesday, 
November 10.     
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This Week’s Spelling Words 
Greek & Latin Roots: 

aud - hear 
opt – eye, visual condition, sight 

phon - sound 
 
optic 
audio 
phonics 
optimum 
audience 
symphony 
audible 
microphone 
audition 
phonograph 
auditorium 
xylophone 
homophone 
audiovisual 
cacophony 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email :  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week:  passage 
 

 trait         learned behavior      genetics 
          base     heredity       period                                         

 

Upcoming Events 
Nov. 2                  Read-A-Thon begins 
Nov. 6                 School Pictures 
Nov. 10              BizTown Interviews   1:00-2:15 
Nov. 5                 Renaissance Faire/ 2:30 
Nov. 18-19     “Jungle Book” performances 
Nov. 23-27     Thanksgiving Break 

Science and Social Studies 
    Through a hands-on activity, students will learn how 
organisms use their special structures for a survival 
advantage in a particular environment.  For example, the fur 
of some animals keeps a layer of warm air close to the body 
and oils from plants such as poison ivy irritate the skin.  We’ll 
discover how butterflies use their special structures in 
order to survive! 
     We will wrap up our Renaissance unit this week with our 
Renaissance Faire and the  
study of Gutenberg and his famous  
printing press.  Students will learn how 
this invention changed the world.   
Suddenly, information and knowledge 
wasn’t only for the upper class.  The 
printing press made books available to all. 
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will have 
an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose CRA as 
your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a fabulous 
reward!  


