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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    We have had a few busy weeks with Biz Town elections and upcoming interviews, 
 Halloween, and our Renaissance Faire!!  Thank you to all of our parent volunteers who  
have so graciously devoted their time and means to our class.  As I’ve said before, 
it takes a village to raise a child.  I can’t help but contrast my experience here at CRA with my 
experience in urban New Haven.  When I taught at Elm City College Prep in CT, most of my students 
were living at the poverty level, with both parents working, and many being raised by single parents or 
even grandparents.  We never had parent volunteers in the school.  We had contests to see how many 
parents we could get to parent teacher conferences, offering a raffle and prizes to those parents 
who attended.  These students were victims of their unfortunate circumstance that often continued 
in subsequent generations.  Sometimes it takes living in another reality to appreciate the many 
blessings that we enjoy.  While I am grateful for the rich roots Elm City Prep gave me, I feel fortunate 
to work and grow here at Canyon Rim Academy. 
    Tuesday will be Biz Town (or JA City) interviews!  Again, parents have volunteered to be our HR 
representatives as students sit down for their first job interview!  Students have been working on 
their résumés and cover letters in preparation for the big day.  Students are to “dress for success” 
on Tuesday afternoon in order to make a good first impression!  I’ve been telling them what my own 
dad used to say to me, “You never get a second chance to make a good first impression.”   
 
Language Arts 
     Persuasive writing skills will be our focus this 
week as students learn how to effectively write a 
cover letter for their JA City résumé.  Just as in 
real life, there’s a good chance that another 
candidate will be vying for your child’s job of choice 
at JA City.  The purpose of the cover letter is to 
persuade the HR representative that he/she is 
the best candidate for the job.  Important 
components of an effective cover letter include:  
showing personality, examples of work or 
experience, and explaining why your skills match 
the job requirements.   
    Students will check and edit  
each other’s work to check for  
those annoying spelling and  
grammatical errors.   
 
    Best of luck to all of our job candidates!   

 

Math 
   With the flurry of events the last couple of 
weeks, we are a little behind in our math 
studies.  We’ll catch up this week and finish 
the chapter on adding and subtracting 
decimals.  Students will focus on patterns 
with decimals this week as well as adding and 
subtracting money – as in using a checkbook.  
This is great preparation for JA City, where 
students will be expected to keep track of 
their personal and business finances with a 
checkbook register.  
     We’ll review the chapter 
on Wednesday and the  
chapter test will be on  
Thursday, November 12 
 
 

 

On an Even Keel 
 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
Greek & Latin Roots: 

astro – stars, outer space 
stell - star 

cosmo – universe 
sol - sun 

cosmic 
aster 
stellar 
cosmos 
asteroid 
astronomy 
astronaut 
disaster 
solar 
astrologer 
constellation 
asterisk 
cosmonaut 
solstice 
interstellar 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email :  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week: passage     
 
                               matter                weight               liquid       
                                          gas          solid        mass   
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Nov. 9                  Read-A-Thon continues 
Nov. 10              BizTown Interviews   1:00-2:15 
Nov. 18-19     “Jungle Book” performances 
Nov. 23-27     Thanksgiving Break 

Science and Social Studies 
    We’re kicking off our matter science unit this week….which 
means lots of super cool experiments!  We’ll study the 
states of matter and both physical and chemical changes.  
Mrs. Lowry and I had the opportunity to attend a training at 
Discovery Gateway a couple of weeks ago.  We’ve tried to go 
this training every year because after the training, we’re 
sent back to school with a bin full of science supplies!  To the 
tune of around $250!   That means all sorts of science fun!  
    The Renaissance Faire marked the closing of  
the door of our Renaissance unit and the opening  
of our Explorers unit.  We’ll begin this week to  
“explore” just why the Age of Exploration began… 
…and it’s not why most people think!   
 
    Here’s a clue              ➜  ➜  ➜  ➜  ➜  ➜ 
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will have 
an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose CRA as 
your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a fabulous 
reward!  


