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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    It’s early afternoon on Sunday and I’m still feeling rocked and empty about 
the happenings in Paris….not to mention the loss of lives everywhere in the  
world due to greed, hate, intolerance and religious fanaticism.  As a teacher of 
young children – your young children - I’m at a loss as how to filter the news as they walk into 
my classroom adorned with our motto, “Work Hard. Be Nice”; a classroom in which I wish to 
keep them safe and sheltered while at the same time help them gain the tools and skills 
necessary to navigate successfully in such a world.  I keep coming back to love.  Love wins.  
Love has to win.  For me, that is the only way I, as an adult, can navigate such a world.  
    So, tomorrow we’ll talk about the heroes.  We’ll talk about those who chose love and courage 
when fear might have been easier.   There are the security guards at the Paris stadium that 
stopped an attacker from entering.  There’s the doctor that lost eight friends in the Charlie 
Hebdo attack; he took to the streets helping emergency medical services treat the wounded.  
There’s the Syrian refugee that leaves clothing, food or blankets for other refugees.  “We may 
not have much,” he said,  “but what we do have we share.  Are we not called humans, after all?”    
    We’ll talk about how they, as 10 and 11 year-old students, can choose love each day.    
 

Language Arts 
     Which explorer is the most important?  Is it 
Magellan, the circumnavigator  
or is it Henry Hudson  
searching for a  
Northwest Passage? 
 
 
    As we begin our Age of Exploration unit in 
social studies, students will have the 
opportunity to choose an explorer of their own 
to research.  After exploring their explorer, as 
it were, students will write a persuasive essay 
on why their explorer is the best and the 
brightest.  The prompt will be on the web-
based site, UtahCompose that students can 
access both at home and at school.     

 

Math 
   Throughout the next few weeks, our math 
class will be learning about decimal 
multiplication.  Most students have 
mastered multiplying whole numbers, so 
their skills there are easily transferred to 
multiplying decimals.  
    We will also be learning how to estimate 
decimal products. Students will learn a 
couple of ways to determine where to place 
the decimal point in their answer – through 
estimation and by adding the number of  
 decimal places in  
each factor of a  
multiplication  
problem.  
 
 

 

❧ Happy Thanksgiving ❧ 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
Greek & Latin Roots: 

aqua – water 
hydr – liquid, water 

flam – flame 
pyr – heat, fire 
therm - heat 

thermal 
pyrite 
aquatic 
thermos 
aquarium 
hydrant 
thermostat 
flammable 
hydrate 
thermometer 
aquanaut 
flamboyant 
aqueduct 
aquamarine 
pyrogenic 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email :   mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   
http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week: passage     
 
                               matter                weight               liquid       
                                          gas          solid        mass   
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Nov. 18-19     “Jungle Book” performances 
Nov. 20               End of First Term/ 
                                Free Dress Day 
Nov. 23-27     Thanksgiving Break 

Science and Social Studies 
    Students thought it was Fun Friday.  After all, it was fun 
and it was Friday.   Yet, I felt like a sneaky teacher when I 
handed them plastic blocks and MagFormers and asked 
them to weigh the pieces before and after they built 
something.  They were really acting as scientists and this 
was a science lesson.  All on their own, students discovered 
that matter can neither be created nor destroyed…..it’s 
only rearranged…. our first lesson on matter! 
    If you didn’t get the clue from last week’s newsletter 
about one of the main causes of the Age of Exploration…it’s 
the desire for spices.  This week students will begin to 
understand how some changes in technology, such as at the 
caravel ship, the lateen sail, and the sextant.  These 
advances in technology allowed explorers to veer away from 
the safety of the shore and travel across open water. 
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will 
have an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose 
CRA as your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a 
fabulous reward!  


