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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Students have learned how to enter deposits and withdrawals from their 
JA City checkbooks, they understand what “less cash received” means, 
they’ve written television and radio ads, and they’ve filled out their loan 
application for their business.  Save for a few details, I would say they are ready for JA City 
(BizTown) on Wednesday! 
    Students are expected to wear business-appropriate clothing for their day downtown; 
slacks, button-down shirts, and ties for boys.  Jackets can be worn as well or sweaters.  
Girls are to dress appropriately as well – skirts, dresses, nice slacks, dress blouses.  We 
will be leaving the school at approximately 9 AM, returning around 2:30.  
    Thank you, thank you to our parent volunteers who will be spending the day with us at JA 
City:  Ruth Hadlock, Patrice Taylor, Kate Jones, 
Michael Jones, Alyssa Larson, Leslie Evans, 
Catherie Arveseth, Denise Jordan, and 
Kristy Cousins.  We couldn’t do this  
without you!! 
 

Language Arts 
  There are so many reasons why I love the novel, 
Esperanza Rising.  First, it’s incredibly well 
written.  Then there’s the fact that Spanish is 
sprinkled through out the story, giving the 
students a chance to see how Latin roots are the 
same in both English and Spanish.  Additionally, 
the story is about a young Mexican girl that 
immigrates to the United States in the 1920’s 
due to the aftermath of the Mexican Revolution.  
There are so many parallels to what we see 
happening in our world today.  Immigration 
remains a divisive political issue even though we 
depend upon so many of these immigrants in our 
society, such as our janitorial team!  When 
students can make connections like these to 
their reading, the novel becomes so much more 
meaningful. 
 

 

Math 
       Throughout the next few weeks, our 
math class will be learning about decimal 
division.  We will also be learning how to 
estimate decimal quotients. 
   Here is a sample of how your child is 
taught to divide decimals: 
 
 
Divide.     44.8  ÷  3.2 
 
Step 1:    Estimate       45  ÷  3 = 15 
 
Step 2:  Make the divisor a whole number by multiplying               

the divisor and dividend by the same power of 10. 
              448  ÷  33 
 
Step 3:  Divide.       448  ÷  33 = 14  
 

 

Stocking Stuffers Ideas 
Dry Erase Markers 

Post-It Notes 
Protractor 

 

Happy December !  
 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
Greek & Latin Roots: 

graph – writing, recording, written 
gram – letter, written 
scribe – write, written 
script – write, written 

 
paragraph 
prescribe 
postscript 
autograph 
monogram 
scribble 
demographics 
inscribe 
pictograph 
topography 
calligraphy 
seismograph 
cartographer 
descriptive 
manuscript 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email :  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week: passage     
 
                               matter                weight               liquid       
                                          gas          solid        mass   
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Dec. 7      Band & Orchestra Program/Students/2:30 
Dec. 9     JA City 
Dec. 10   Band & Orchestra Program/Parents/2:30 
Dec. 11   Shakespeare Play Auditions 
Dec. 16   Orff Holiday Program/Students/10:15 
Dec. 17   Orff Holiday Program/Parents/10:15 

Science and Social Studies 
    Perhaps your child shared with you a bit about our Fun 
Friday last week.  Since we are studying matter and 
physical and chemical changes, I thought I’d give them a 
little preview.  After all, who doesn’t like to see things 
spontaneously combust and stuff (kind of) explode?  
Students observed just one of the many chemical 
changes we’ll study in science! 
    Marco Polo, Leif Erikson, and Magellan are just a few of 
the explorers that will be highlighted by students in a 
research paper.  Each student has chosen a different 
explorer, then using his or her research skills, each will 
discover important information about their chosen 
explorer.  Ask your student whom they chose!  
     
 

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will have 
an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose CRA as 
your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a fabulous 
reward!  


