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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Every Sunday morning I sit down in front of my computer in my cozy home  
office to plan for the coming school week and to write my weekly parent 
newsletter.  I typically look back at newsletters from years prior to get 
an idea of how I’m faring as far as curriculum progress.  My newsletter from three years ago 
left me feeling saddened and grateful all at the same time.  Three years ago a mentally 
disturbed young man walked into Sandy Hook Elementary in Newtown, CT and shattered lives.  
The tragedy crumbled me.  We lived in Connecticut.  Our dog came from Newtown.  I am a 
teacher.  I am a mother.  I am a grandmother. 
    Now, three years later, my heart breaks all over again.  At the same time, it makes me 
grateful for my role as a teacher and a parent.  I have the distinct opportunity to influence 
lives for good.  I’m grateful that my classroom and our school embrace a culture of love and 
kindness.  One of my favorite quotes about our school came from  
a previous student new to our school and school  
culture.  When I asked his mother how 
he was acclimating, she shared what  
he said;  “The kids at this school are 
nicer than those at my last school.  Here, 
they train them to be kind.”        
 

Language Arts 
   Holidays often provide an opportunity to 
delve into subjects that we not otherwise 
cover….which is fun for me as a teacher and 
hopefully enriching for my students.  This week 
in reading groups we’ll look at Hanukah and the 
traditions surrounding this Jewish 
celebration.  All too often we become socially 
centric, believing our situation is the best or 
most common.  As a teacher, I believe it’s 
important to expose students to as many 
cultures, ideas, and concepts as possible.  An 
educated and informed society makes for a 
tolerant and charitable society.   

 
      

Math 
    I’m so very pleased with the progress that 
your children have shown in discovering the 
concepts of dividing decimals.  I need to get on 
my soapbox for a moment and express my 
support for the Common Core.  I understand 
that many have mixed reactions to our newly 
adopted core.  However, as an educator, I have 
found it rich and rigorous.  This last week I’ve 
watched with amazement as students 
demonstrated their deep understanding of 
place value.  Without batting an eye, they can 
tell me just how many hundredths are in 3.45 
(345 hundredths) and then use this 
knowledge when dividing by another decimal!! 
 

 

Stocking Stuffers Ideas 
Dry Erase Markers 

Post-It Notes 
Protractor 
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This Week’s Spelling Words 
Greek & Latin Roots: 

ject – throw 
mis – sent, let go 
mit – sent, let go 

emit 
eject 
transmit 
permit 
injection 
dismiss 
mission 
project 
projector 
smite 
intermission 
interjection 
projectile 
remittance 
trajectory 
 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email :  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week: passage     
 
                               matter                weight               liquid       
                                          gas          solid        mass   
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Dec. 16   Orff Holiday Program/Students/10:15 
Dec. 17   Orff Holiday Program/Parents/10:15 
Dec. 21 – Jan. 1  Winter Holiday Break!!  
Jan. 4          School Resumes 
Jan. 15       No School/Teacher Training 
Jan. 18       No School/Human Rights Day    

Science and Social Studies 
        This week we’ll created  
    Blobber, a mix of Borax and 
    white glue to show that  
    matter can neither be  
    created nor destroyed. 
Students will also explore the three main physical 
states of matter (solid, liquid, gas) and investigate the 
difference between physical and chemical changes with 
a BUNCH of cool experiments! 
    Marco Polo, Leif Erikson, and Magellan are just a few of 
the explorers that will be highlighted by students in a 
research paper.  Each student has chosen a different 
explorer, then using his or her research skills, each will 
discover important information about their chosen 
explorer.  Ask your student whom they chose!  
     

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will have 
an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose CRA as 
your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a fabulous 
reward!  


