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From the teacher’s desk…. 
The decorations are down, deep vacuuming has been done, and drawers  
are getting more organized.  There’s something about the New Year that  
brings about a sense of purpose and planning.  The same thoughts are 
present as I eagerly anticipate the learning and growing that will occur  in  
the next few months. 
    My goals and expectations for our class are broad, far-reaching, and remain the same since 
the beginning of the year.   Academically I expect that each student will become a better 
reader by reading often, actively, and critically.  I expect that each student will improve his/her 
math skills and understanding through discovery, practice, and thoughtful instruction. I 
expect that each student will build a broad understanding of scientific principles through 
discovery learning and comprehensive instruction.  Finally, I expect that each student will 
understand and appreciate the complex history upon which our country has been built.   
    Our quote of the week, by A.A. Milne, reflects my thoughts and  
desires regarding your children, “Promise me you will always remember 
you are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter 
than you think.”  I find it thrilling and humbling to be a part of your child’s  
educational experience.  Thank you for sharing your child with me.  
 
 

Language Arts 
   One of the main themes in Esperanza Rising 
is social structure.  The novel begins in Mexico 
with Esperanza and her wealthy family on 
their expansive ranch.  As often the time, their 
fortune reverses in a matter of weeks.  
Esperanza finds herself in a new socio-
economic group even though inside she still 
feels as if she is the privileged daughter of a 
wealthy rancher.  As we read this important 
novel, students are asked to reflect upon 
their own lives and make connections, making 
their reading more relevant.  They have 
answered questions like, “Have you ever felt 
looked down upon?” 

 

Math 
    We will be finishing up our decimal division 
unit this week culminating with our final 
assessment on Thursday.  We’ll be 
reviewing quite a bit this week, given the 
break.  I have been pleased with the growth 
I’ve observed in many students since we 
covered long division with whole numbers a 
couple of months ago.  It’s nice to have this 
second chance to review the concept and 
to solidify understanding; the algorithm is 
the same, but we’re just using decimals 
instead.  We will review on Wednesday, with 
additional review in the Wednesday 
homework.   
 

Ha ppy Ne w  Y e a r!                



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
Greek & Latin Roots: 
spec/spect – see, look 

spic – see, look 
scop/scope – see, examine, observe 

inspect 
horoscope 
suspect 
respect 
microscope 
spectrum 
prospect 
periscope 
spectacle 
telescope 
Challenge Words: 
kaleidoscope 
retrospect 
stethoscope 
spectator 
perspective 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email :  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:   http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cel l :   203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week: passage     
 
                               matter                weight               liquid       
                                          gas          solid        mass   
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Jan. 4          School Resumes 
Jan. 7          Math Test 
Jan. 15       No School/Teacher Training 
Jan. 18       No School/Human Rights Day  
Jan. 19      Happy Birthday, Harvey!  
Jan. 29      Happy Birthday, Trevor!   
  
 

Science and Social Studies 
       An unexpected change in   
   color is one way to determine  
   that a chemical change has  
   occurred.  However, not all  
   color changes indicate a chemical 
reaction.  Merely mixing colors is a physical change.  No 
new substance is formed.  Students will use this 
background knowledge this week when they work with 
colors in our classroom lab. 
    Before we became the United States of America, the 
thirteen colonies were quite diverse.  Students will learn 
about the different regions this week – New England, 
The Middle Colonies, and the Southern colonies.  Each of 
the 13 colonies had specific economic, social, and 
political developments that were unique to their regions. 
     

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will have 
an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose CRA as 
your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a fabulous 
reward!  


