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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Yesterday we celebrated Human Rights Day, or Martin Luther King Day. 
This day gives me pause as I reflect how far our country has come in  
respecting all people and allowing all people equal rights and privileges. 
This is something we practice each day in our classroom.  Students are 
expected to respect their classmates, their schoolmates, their teachers, and our administration 
and staff here at CRA.  Just as important, they are expected to respect themselves.  On Friday 
we will culminate this week of respect by creating a large poster of Martin Luther King, Jr., with 
each student sharing his or her dream for the future. 
    Students’ reading homework will be different this week, and every other week until April.  I trust 
that each student has been reading 30 minutes each night.  I haven’t asked for any sort of 
tracking because I want this reading to be for pleasure.  However, students need to begin honing 
their writing skills.  Thus, every other week students will receive a prompt on Utah Compose.  This 
is a valuable writing site in which students receive instant feedback on their reading according to 
the 6 Traits of Writing:  Ideas – the main message, Organization – the internal structure of 
the piece, Voice – the personal tone and flavor of the author’s message, Word Choice – the 
vocabulary a writer chooses to convey meaning, Sentence Fluency – the rhythm and flow of 
the language, and Conventions – the mechanical correctness.  This is a great opportunity for 
parents to be involved and observe their student’s mad skills! 
 

Language Arts 
   As a teacher of a self-contained classroom, a 
classroom in which a student is under the 
guidance of one teacher for most of his/her 
school-sponsored activities, I love the 
opportunity to teach across the curriculum. For 
example, using close reading in Science.  
Students will have that opportunity this week 
as we finish up our matter unit in science.  We’ll 
be reading the text and paying close attention 
to the details.  Students will demonstrate their 
understanding through written explanations, 
analogies, class discussions, and drawings.  This 
is one of the many times I wish you could be a fly 
on the wall and watch your child soar!    

 

Math 
    I imagine that many of you were perhaps 
scratching your head last week when students 
brought home homework using fraction strips.  
As you know the standard algorithm for finding 
common denominators, this approach might 
have seemed a little clunky as best.  However, 
this first step is incredibly valuable as we 
progress on to the standard algorithm of 
finding least common denominators.  Students 
now have a grasp of why 1/6 = 2/12.  They’ve 
made that connection visually and kinetically.  
Research has shown that the more senses a 
student uses to learn a concept, the more likely 
that concept will remain in long-term memory. 
 
 

We Have a Dream 
 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
Greek & Latin Roots: 

neo - new 
nov – new, fresh 

gen – birth, race, kind 
novice 
genuine 
novelty 
innovate 
renovate 
novel 
generate 
November 
generator  
neon 
Challenge Words: 
neoclassical 
generation 
innovation 
indigenous 
renovation 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cell:  203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week: passage     
 
                               matter                weight               liquid       
                                          gas          solid        mass   
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Jan. 19      Happy Birthday, Harvey!  
Jan. 21      Specials/PM 
Jan. 28      Science Night/6-8 PM 
Jan. 29      Happy Birthday, Trevor!   
  
 

Science and Social Studies 
       As stated earlier, this week  
   students will concentrate on the 
   Science text as they read closely 
   and meaningfully.  However, that  
   won’t be all…. I have boxes and boxes 
of all sorts of chemicals that are used in experiments.  
Students will be “shocked and awed” as we do magic in our 
science labs!  
    The Declaration of Independence will be our focus this 
week in Social Studies.  Thomas Jefferson drafted the 
Declaration of Independence, taking little more than two 
weeks.  Jefferson eloquently wrote 
why the colonists did not want  
British rule, listing all the rights that 
every citizen deserved.    
     

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will have 
an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose CRA as 
your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a fabulous 
reward!  


